WHAT WE ARE HERE FOR.

heaven was restrained; And the waters
returned from off the earth.” Where did
they go to? From whence they came.
Now, I will show you something else on
the back of that. Some people talk very
philosophically about tidal waves coming
along. But the question is—How could
you get a tidal wave out of the Pacific
ocean, say, to cover the Sierra Nevadas?
But the Bible does not tell us it was a
tidal wave. It simply tells us that "all
the high hills, that were under the whole
heaven, were covered. Fifteen cubits up-
wards did the waters prevail; and the
mountains were covered." That is, the
earth was immersed. It was a period of
baptism.

I will find you another Scripture. It
will be found in the book of Job. Job had
been complaining. It is said he was the
most patient man on the earth. Still he
had been complaining about the treat-
ment he had received. He had lost his
camels, and sheep, and his children; the
lightning had struck his son's house, and
finally he was smitten with boils, etc. He
was not very patient then, not any more
so than any of us would be under sim-
ilar circumstances. He got a little out
of humor; did not fancy it very much;
found himself scraping his body with a
potsherd, and wallowing in ashes. After
some of his friends had talked to him, the
Lord spake, saying:

"Gird up now thy loins like a man; for
I will demand of thee, and answer thou
me.

"Where wast thou when I laid the
foundations of the earth? declare, if thou
hast understanding.

"Who hath laid the measures thereof,
if thou knowest? or who hath stretched
the line upon it.

"Whereupon are the founda-
tions thereof fastened? or who
laid the corner stone thereof;
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"When the morning stars sang to-
gether, and all the sons of God shouted
for joy?

"Or who shut up the sea with doors,
when it brake forth, as if it had issued
out of the womb?"

Who managed that matter? "Who
shut up the sea with doors, when it
brake forth, as if it had issued out of the
womb?" Why, the Lord did it. These are
singular expressions. It is said in the
other place that, "the fountains of the
great deep were broken up."

Now, then, I want to say to the Latter-
day Saints, that God has more to do
with the earth, with the waters, with the
fountains of waters, with all the affairs
of men, and with everything we have
to do with, than men are willing to ac-
knowledge in a great many instances.
What means the saying, "In the wilder-
ness shall waters break out, and streams
in the desert."” Do any of you know of
such things? I guess you do. Plenty of
them. What means that Scripture where
it speaks of Moses in the wilderness,
when the children of Israel cried out for
water in the desert land, and called on
him for water? The Lord told Moses to
smite the rock, and it should give forth
water. Moses felt angry with the peo-
ple because of their murmuring. And
when the people were gathered together
before the rock, Moses said: "Hear now,
ye rebels; must we fetch you water out
of this rock?" And he smote the rock and
water came out of it. But Moses did
not honor the Lord in that instance as
he ought to have done. The Lord felt
angry with him, and would not allow
him to go into the land of Canaan be-
cause he did not sanctify the God of Is-
rael. At the same time the Lord fulfilled
His word to Moses, for when he smote



