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polygamy, under the direction of the
Lord; David was a man after God's own
heart, and he had wives given to him of
the Lord. They would have put them in
the Penitentiary, if they had been here
today. But then because of many things
that transpire in these days, the Lord
will make the earth empty. Why? Be-
cause they have transgressed the laws,
changed the ordinances, broken the ev-
erlasting covenant. We are gathered to-
gether here in order that we may observe
the laws which have been restored unto
us, and keep the everlasting covenant.
While they make covenants for time only,
we make covenants for time and for eter-
nity. There is the difference. Ours is
everlasting; theirs until death do they
part. We as wives and husbands expect
to be associated after death in the eter-
nities that are to come. We believe in
an everlasting covenant, and in an ev-
erlasting Gospel. An angel was to bring
the everlasting Gospel, and everything
associated with it is everlasting. It ex-
isted before we came here. It exists with
us in time, it reaches into eternity, and
people that do not have the Gospel have
no everlasting covenants. They think
we are very low, on the one hand, be-
cause we cannot comply with their ideas,
and we think they are very ignorant be-
cause they don't understand ours. But
so it is. We are here to do the will of
God, to carry out His law in all humil-
ity and faithfulness to God our heav-
enly Father—faithfulness as men to the
nation in which we live—faithfulness to
all men—to make known the things that
God has communicated to us.

Now, then, in speaking of covenants,
let me follow that subject a little further.
Have we to do with time? Yes. Have we
to do with eternity? Yes. Did we exist be-

fore we came here? Yes, and we shall
exist when we leave here. The princi-
ples that we are in possession of, go back
into eternity and reach forward into eter-
nity. We are here in a state of proba-
tion, and God, in the infinitude of His
mercy and kindness, has seen proper to
bring us together as we are, and then
we are nothing to brag of when He has
got us here. Still while many have re-
jected the truth, we have received it. God
has given us His grace to enable us to
comprehend the Gospel and to give us
power to obey it, and some of us have
kept faithful for quite a long time, and
it is pretty hard work for some of us
to be faithful. It is good to be a saint.
When we get the Spirit of the Lord upon
us, we feel to rejoice exceedingly, and
sometimes when we don't have much of
that, it feels rather what we used to
call hard-sledding. But there is nothing
that makes things go so well among the
saints of God as living their religion and
keeping the commandments of God, and
when they don't do that, then things go
awkward and cross and every other way
but the right way; but when they live
their religion and keep the command-
ments, "their peace flows as a river, and
their righteousness as the waves of the
sea."

Now, in regard to these matters there
is a subject I have referred to at one
or two of the conferences we have vis-
ited lately, and I will mention it here.
The ancient Israelites had a very pecu-
liar law among them, and yet it was a
very proper law, namely, that if a man
died, his brother was to take his wife
and raise up seed to him. That would
be a curious kind idea among the world,
where they did not believe anything of
that kind; singular kind of a doctrine;
but it was a thing that was practiced
among the Israelites, and it is a thing we


