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tionship with God than he has been for
generations past. Many things have
been revealed, and there will be many
more yet revealed that have been hid-
den from before the foundation of the
world according to the word of God to
us, and we are trying to act wisely, pru-
dently and intelligently, to live and act
and conduct ourselves in a manner that
will be honorable before God, that will
be honorable before the holy angels, that
will be honorable before all honorable
men and all men who love righteousness
and truth and virtue, and who are in-
spired by the principle and integrity and
by those principles that emanate from
God, and that always lift up and exalt
and elevate those that have embraced
and are governed by them. These prin-
ciples are revealed to us according to
the laws which God has introduced, and
through the medium of the Holy Priest-
hood, which He has again restored unto
the earth, and we are here to learn His
laws that we may walk in His paths.
We are here that we may build temples
unto His name, and that we may ad-
minister in those temples. This is the
object of our being gathered together,
that we may be brought into a closer
union and relationship to God our heav-
enly Father, that we may be instructed
in the laws of life, and that we may com-
prehend the relationship that exists be-
tween us and Him. And while we are
looking for calamity and trouble—wars,
pestilence and famine, and all those
things that have been spoken of by the
holy Prophets—yet there is to be a voice
heard before that day crying: "Come out
of her, my people, that ye be not partak-
ers of her sins, and that ye receive not
of her plagues"—that is, speaking of a
certain something that is called Baby-
lon. Well, we have been doing that,

and we have been gathered together that
we may comprehend those principles of
which I have spoken. We have come here
that we may enter into covenants that
are eternal, and which continue behind
the veil. And we expect that while we
are organizing Zion here upon the earth,
and seeking to establish the kingdom of
God, we have those who are cooperat-
ing with us above, those who are build-
ing and preparing for us in the heavens
mansions to go to. Jesus went to pre-
pare mansions for those of His followers
in His day. Says He: "In my Father's
house are many mansions: if it were not
so, I would have told you. I go to prepare
a place for you. And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come again, and re-
ceive you unto myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also." There is some-
thing very peculiar about those things,
about the preparing of those mansions
for those that go behind the veil. But
it is for us to learn to comprehend all
these matters. We read about beautiful
cities. We read of the new Jerusalem
and the old Jerusalem. We talk about
cities the most magnificent that can be
thought of. Do you think they grow out
of nothing? No, they have to be made just
as we make things here, only more intel-
ligently. What is meant by a certain say-
ing: "Make to yourselves friends of the
mammon of unrighteousness; that, when
ye fail, they may receive you into ever-
lasting habitations." Ah! indeed. Well,
you can guess what it is. I will leave it
with you.

People find a good deal of fault
with us about our having more wives
than one; but, then, that is noth-
ing; we attribute that to their igno-
rance. If they were better informed
they would know better. Abraham
was a friend of God, and he practiced


