SAUL CHOSEN BY THE LORD TO BE KING.

authority, and the power, and the gifts
that had been borne by the Prophet
Joseph during his lifetime. No more
plainly was the power of God manifested
in behalf of Elisha, after the taking away
of Elijah, than it was manifested in be-
half of President Brigham Young, when
the Prophet Joseph was taken from the
earth, and from that day, while he lived
on the earth until he died, the Lord mag-
nified him in the eyes of the people and
blessed those who listened to his counsel.

When he departed there was no con-
tention, there was no strife as to who
should be the leader. The men of God
had learned by experience concerning
the Priesthood, and as to who should
bear the keys. There was, therefore,
no contention among the leaders nor
among the people. There was no spe-
cial necessity for any particular man-
ifestation. But I appeal to you, my
brethren and sisters, today, in this con-
ference assembled—has not God accom-
panied the President of His Church who
succeeded Brigham Young—has He not
accompanied him, has He not accompa-
nied his acts, his counsels and his lead-
ership of the people by every sign, by ev-
ery blessing, by every manifestation of
power necessary to confirm in the hearts
of Israel the truth that he is indeed the
man whom God had designated, whom
God had chosen, and whom God desired
to lead His people Israel? I have no
doubt of it, never had any. I knew it
before anything was heard or anything
was said. I knew it by the revelations
of Almighty God to me, that God had
chosen His servant John Taylor, to pre-
side over this Church. I know it today.
I rejoice in this knowledge, and I re-
joice that God still continues to manifest
His power through His anointed one, and
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through the channel of the Holy Priest-
hood, having but one man at a time on
the earth unto whom He gives the keys
to preside over the Church, and give
revelations to the entire Church, as a
church and as a people. He has chosen
him from among the prophets, apostles,
seers and revelators, to bear the keys
of the everlasting Priesthood upon the
earth in the flesh, he having the power
and authority to act for the entire peo-
ple, and to receive the mind and will of
God for the entire people. And thus God
up to the present time has confirmed His
work by signs following: every man in
his place, enjoying the spirit of God, and
the gifts of his office—the President of
the Twelve in his office and in his call-
ing; blessing the Apostles who act as
the council of the Twelve; blessing the
Presidents of Stakes with the spirit and
power and gifts of that calling—Dblessing
their counsels and filling them with the
power necessary to magnify the Priest-
hood to which they are called; bless-
ing the Presiding Bishop and his Coun-
selors; blessing the Bishops and their
Counselors; blessing the High Councils;
blessing the Seventies, High Priests, El-
ders and Lesser Priesthood; every man
in his place and station receiving his
portion of the gifts and blessings and
power of God according to his faith and
diligence, and his obedience to the com-
mands of God, and also according to the
office and position that he holds in the
Priesthood of the Son of God.

God in His marvelous kindness and
mercy has organized His Church in
perfection, and has given to every
man that bears a portion of the Holy
Priesthood, if he will magnify the
same, the gifts and graces necessary
thereto; to given to every woman and
to every child who is faithful in the



