SAUL CHOSEN BY THE LORD TO BE KING.

and the whole hosts of Israel, by the di-
rection of this servant of God, passed
over dry shod. In this manner God
showed unto His people that He had
indeed chosen this man to be His ser-
vant. And so it has been in the entire
history of God's dealings with His peo-
ple. He has not left them without a tes-
timony. He has not left them to pro-
claim His word unaccompanied by His
power. They have not been left to ar-
gue for themselves, to plead for them-
selves, to protest in the ears of the people
that they were the servants of God, and
to constantly contend for their rights as
leaders of the people of God. But in every
instance when He chose a man to be His
servant, He accompanied that choice by
the manifestations of His power, by the
outpouring of His spirit, and His gifts,
so that every honest soul, every humble
man and woman who sought the Lord,
might know for themselves that those
men were His chosen ones. A most strik-
ing illustration of this suggests itself to
my mind now. It occurred at the time
the children of Israel desired a king. The
Lord was displeased with them for this.
Samuel also felt offended, for they had
rejected him and his house. They had a
good reason for desiring a king, at least
they thought so. The surrounding na-
tions had kings who went out and in be-
fore them to battle and were their lead-
ers, and they desired to have a king, es-
pecially when the two sons of Samuel,
whom he had chosen as Judges over Is-
rael, were men who had turned aside af-
ter lucre, and took bribes, and perverted
judgment. This Prophet of God, this
mighty man of God, happened to have
two sons who were unworthy of their
father's reputation, unworthy of the
Priesthood, unworthy of their position
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as Judges in Israel. In consequence of
this the leaders of Israel gathered to-
gether and said unto Samuel: "Behold,
thou art old, and thy sons walk not in
thy way: now make us a king to judge us
like all the nations." Samuel was greatly
offended with the thought. But the Lord
said unto him: "Hearken unto the voice
of the people in all that they say unto
thee: for they have not rejected thee,
but they have rejected me, that I should
not reign over them." In other words,
the Lord had led them and chosen for
them those who should lead them up
to that time, and now He would give
them a king. He designated to Samuel
the kind of man he should be, who he
should be, and told him he should visit
him. The person designated was Saul,
and Samuel anointed him king of Israel.
After he was chosen king, it seems that
he went about his ordinary business, and
the next we hear of him he was following
the herd, driving up the cattle, when the
news came to him that Nahash, the Am-
monite, would only be pacified towards
the men of Jabesh-Gilead upon one con-
dition, and that was that he might thrust
their right eyes out, in token of their sub-
jection, and as a reproach upon all Is-
rael. And then, at that time, when dan-
ger threatened Israel, when there was
a necessity for a general, for a man to
lead the hosts of Israel, the Spirit and
power of Almighty God, and the anoint-
ing that he had received under the hands
of the Prophet of God, descended upon
that young man, Saul, and his anger was
kindled at the insult that had been of-
fered to his nation, and he took a yoke
of oxen and hewed them in pieces, and
sent them throughout all the coasts of
Israel, by the hands of messengers, say-
ing: Whosoever cometh not forth after



