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life, liberty, and happiness. All the hap-
piness that I have is in keeping the
commandments of God. All the happi-
ness that I have has been given unto
me through the new and everlasting
covenant, which God has restored to the
earth. And then I believe in secret
prayer. I can go and tell my Father
things that I would not want anybody
else to know. I can go and ask His direc-
tion when I require it. So can the sisters,
who are entrusted with these bright spir-
its that have been reserved in the heav-
ens and foreordained to come down on
the earth in the dispensation of the full-
ness of times to assist in the establish-
ment of the Kingdom of God. How are
you going to exercise righteous domin-
ion over your children and teach them
correct principles, unless you enjoy the
revelations of God. I cannot understand
how a woman can love her children and
not plead before the Almighty, that they
may be protected from all accident, that
they may enjoy their senses, that they
may be preserved in the use of their
limbs, that they may not meet with any
accident that would disfigure or disable
them in the battle of life. I think all
these things arise on common sense prin-
ciples. When we know that God lives;
when we know that He hears and an-
swers our prayers; when we know that
we are dependent upon Him and upon
Him alone; when we know that we have
no friends outside, and that the world is
at enmity with God, is at enmity with us,
and with the principles of righteousness,
we should humble ourselves to the dust,
and ask God to be merciful to us and to
all mankind.

Then, again, hew can we have
faith in the Gospel, unless we have
the Spirit of God. In a revela-
tion that has been given, and that is

frequently quoted, we are told that when
we do as the Lord sayeth He is bound
to fulfill; but when we do not we have
no promise. And on another occasion
He said that He could not look upon sin
with the slightest degree of allowance.
Do we believe this? Do we believe that
all we have, or that we ever expect to
have, comes or will come from God? Do
we understand this principle? Do we
understand that if we do not obey the
Gospel, that if we do not offer unto the
Father the offering of a broken heart and
a contrite spirit, we will not be accepted
of Him? Do we understand that unless
we live the principles that He has re-
vealed from the heavens, that we have
no promise of the future, and then to
think it a light thing not to pray. The
Lord has said with regard to the work
of the ministry, and the establishment
of His Kingdom on the earth that, "No
one can assist in this work except he
shall be humble and full of love, hav-
ing faith, hope, and charity, being tem-
perate in all things, whatsoever shall be
entrusted to his care." How is it possible
for us to be put in possession of these in-
estimable virtues unless we desire them
with all our hearts! And how can we ob-
tain them but by earnest prayer to Him
from whence all these priceless bless-
ings flow? From what other source can
we obtain them? Why, if we thoroughly
understand our position, and our entire
dependence upon God our Eternal Fa-
ther, our prayers would ascend up to
heaven night and day, and they would
be mingled with praise and thanksgiv-
ing to God, for the mercies and bless-
ings He has vouchsafed unto us. If we
do not see the necessity of this it is be-
cause we are too ignorant to understand
the loving kindness of God, and it is



