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free and the home of the brave. With a
Constitution that is the admiration of all
nations and peoples, nobody would have
ever thought for a moment that the cir-
cumstances that we see today, and the
facts that we are in possession of, would
ever be recorded upon the pages of Amer-
ican history, and they never would have
been had the spirit of patriotism that
dwelt in the bosoms of those who con-
secrated their lives, their sacred honor,
and their all, for the establishment of a
spot on earth that should be indeed the
land of the free, and the home of the
brave, been manifested today. No brave
man would ever interfere with another
man's religion. It is all that I have. My
hope, my joy. Take my religion away, and
I am a beggar of the poorest kind. If
I am wrong show me my wrong: I am
open to conviction. I embraced the doc-
trine taught by the Latter-day Saints,
because I believed that it was true, and
that it promised to me something more
than I was in possession of. The humble
man that brought the glad tidings of the
restoration of the Gospel, told me that if
I would appeal to God who dwells in the
heavens, and would appeal honestly, He
would give me light and intelligence, and
that if I would obey the Gospel I should
be put in possession of knowledge that it
was true; that I would learn that Joseph
Smith was no false prophet, but a true
prophet sent of God; that holy angels,
holding keys of power and authority, had
visited the earth for the express purpose
of restoring the Priesthood of God, that
the Gospel might be taught in power and
authority in all nations, preparatory to
the coming of the Son of Man, which is
nigh at our doors. Wishing to be kind
to myself; wishing to understand if there

was any truth in all these things, I went
where we should all go—to the throne of
grace, and asked God the Eternal Father
in the name of Jesus Christ, that if the
testimonies I had heard were true, that
I might have a knowledge of the same;
that I was willing to embrace the Gospel
provided that it was true, and it would
guarantee the excellency of knowledge
that was promised me if I would seek
wisdom at His hands and obey. I asked
that if it was the truth I might know
it; because if any man desired eternal
life I did; if any man desired to serve
God I did; if any man desired the remis-
sion of his sins I did; and consequently I
went to that source that I would presume
all intelligent men and women would
appeal to when a message of the kind
that came unto us through the Prophet
Joseph Smith was sounded in our ears.
I obtained that knowledge, and I have
endeavored faithfully to bear my testi-
mony wherever I have been, and un-
der whatever circumstances I have been
placed. And I have never taken any step
but what I have appealed to the same
source, believing as I do in the Gospel
of Christ, believing as I do in the Bible,
and believing that James meant what he
said when he stated: "If any of you lack
wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth
to all men liberally, and upbraideth not;
and it shall be given him." I went forth
in the simplicity of my heart believing
God would answer my prayer. He did so,
and from that day to this I have had, in
my associations with the Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter-day Saints, a living
testimony of the truth of this work, and
the closer I live to the requirements and
to the principles that have been enun-
ciated, and are continually enunciated,
by inspired men, the greater the happi-


