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Since the last time I had the privi-
lege of worshiping in this house I have
had the opportunity, in company with
Brother F. M. Lyman, of making a tour
through the Southern wards and Stakes
of this Territory, and I must say, though
it was my first visit to several places,
that I have enjoyed my labors exceed-
ingly. I appreciated my association with
the Saints, who are striving in their
weakness to establish the righteousness
of God upon the earth. I was treated
with the greatest kindness. It is im-
possible for us to be associated as we
are in a great work—a work that from
the beginning has been opposed by the
world—without feeling the greatest ad-
miration for men and women who are
filled with the spirit of integrity, who
manifest a love for God and for the prin-
ciples of righteousness, that is surpris-
ing in the day and age in which we live,
when righteousness is so unpopular. I
had always been given to understand
that I was living in an enlightened age
in the blaze of the Gospel; that we had
passed from the dark ages and living in
an enlightened age, among educated peo-
ple; that the Gospel of the Son of God
was being promulgated in all nations,

and that we had the Bible for a guide,
so that we need not be mistaken.
This being the case, it is something
very curious—I often think so in my
reflections—that men and women are
today in the penitentiary, doomed to
associate with the worst class of vil-
lains, because they believe in God. The
same principle that exalted Abraham
and made him the "friend of God," be-
cause he believed God and obeyed Him
today is considered a crime: for men
and women who manifest that they have
the faith of Abraham by doing the works
of Abraham are considered fit subjects
to be placed among murderers and the
worst class of characters. I presume if
50 years ago, any man had said that
the time would come when the doctrine
of Christ should be so unpopular that
those who believed God, and who prac-
ticed the principles that lead to endless
lives, would be incarcerated in dungeons,
he would have been considered slightly
insane. It has been the boast of the
nation to which we are attached, that
wherever the glorious flag waved it was
a source of consolation to the people of
all nations to know that there was a
spot on earth that was the land of the


