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of the individual himself or herself. If a
man be damned it is because he takes a
course to be damned; he breaks the laws
of God. So it is with us as a people. If
we are chastened, if we are scourged, if
our enemies have power over us, it will
be because we do not live as we should
do, and this is a subject that I would like
very much to speak about. I would like
very much to tell my feelings upon this
point to the Bishops and to the Teachers
and to the officers of the Church. There
are practices being indulged in among
us that are sins in the sight of God,
and the officers of this Church will be
held accountable for them, unless they
take a course to eradicate them from the
midst of the Saints. There should be no
man allowed to remain in this Church
who is a Sabbath breaker, and when you
know that there are men and women or
children who are Sabbath breakers you
should take steps to have them warned,
to have them reproved, and if they will
not repent to have them severed from the
Church of God. No man in this Church
should be allowed to have a standing in
it who is a drunkard; God does not ap-
prove of drunkenness; and if there are
any drunkards remaining in the Church,
hear it, O ye Bishops, and O ye officers,
you will be held accountable for their
sins—the condemnation will rest upon
you. The same with men who blaspheme,
either young or old, who take the name
of God in vain, they ought not to be per-
mitted to remain in the Church. It is a
sin in the sight of God, and He will visit
a people with condemnation who per-

mit these things to exist in their midst.
And so with fornication. No fornica-
tor, no adulterer nor adulteress, should
have a place among us. They should be
warned, they should be dealt with, they
should be cut off from the Church. And
so with every other sin. We have been
too lenient, and have permitted things
to exist which are wrong in the sight of
God. Now that our enemies are wag-
ing war against us, there is only one
way in which we can expect to withstand
assaults made upon us, and that is in
being a pure people, in being a people
who live according to the laws of our
God. This we must be, or the favor of
God will be withdrawn from us. There-
fore, let the Church be cleansed. Let
the Teachers visit under the influence of
the Spirit of God and the gift of discern-
ment, and where they find those that
are living in opposition to, or in viola-
tion of the laws of God, let them, by the
Spirit of God, which will rest upon them,
teach and warn that household, and thus
take steps to purify the Church. Let ev-
ery Priest and every Teacher go forth in
that spirit in the midst of the Latter-day
Saints, and you will see good results; and
then let hell boil over, let hell array itself
with all its forces, let earth and hell com-
bine against this work of our God, and
they cannot succeed. I am not afraid of
all hell; I am not afraid of all the earth,
if the Latter-day Saints will be pure, if
they will live their religion. I know that
we shall triumph and come off victorious
in every contest, which may God grant in
the name of Jesus. Amen.


