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We knew it was more precious than life
itself, and many have been willing to
lay down their lives for the sake of the
Gospel. We had left everything that men
held dear upon earth for the sake of this
great truth that God had revealed to us,
and our souls burned with an overpower-
ing desire that others might also partake
of the same blessing. Therefore we trav-
eled from nation to nation, bearing these
glad tidings and calling upon the inhab-
itants of the earth to receive them and
partake of them as we had done.

Now, it might be thought that a peo-
ple thus situated would be left alone to
the enjoyment, the peaceful enjoyment
of their religion. If their religion was
a heresy they were the sufferers. If
their religion was false they would be
the ones that would receive the punish-
ment. But not content with driving us
out, not content with compelling us to
flee to these mountains, the same foul
and deadly spirit of persecution followed
us up here into these mountain recesses.
They envied us the possession of these
sterile, barren valleys. That cruel spirit
of persecution still followed us, envious
of the quiet homes we had reared by un-
told and uncounted toil out of the ele-
ments that surround us. We had raised a
scanty subsistence from the soil; we had
struggled with difficulties and had even-
tually succeeded in surmounting them,
that we could hope to live, live without
fear of starvation at least before us. But
scarcely was the experiment decided—
for it was but an experiment at best—
than the same spirit that had made our
residence in the States intolerable and
unendurable to us, followed us across
these plains that stretched out between
us and our old homes and the old civi-
lization which we had left—followed us

here, and it has followed us from that
day until the present, it has sought to
kill us, and it has sought to destroy our
liberties. It has sought to do to us that
which was done before—to drive us from
our homes, and send us forth homeless
wanderers upon the face of the earth.
This has been its manifestation in our
midst in this Territory, and it seems as
though it would not be fully gratified
or satisfied until it has made victims
of every one of us; until we should be
numbered with the silent dead, and our
voices no more be heard in proclamation
of the Gospel of the Son of God, that we
have been authorized to proclaim to the
inhabitants of the earth.

My brethren and sisters: I do not
wish in my remarks to harrow up your
feelings. I wish merely to impress you
with some of the events that are oc-
curring around about us, that you may
know that they are only in fulfillment
of the word of God, spoken hundreds
and hundreds of years ago by the Son
of God Himself, and by His inspired ser-
vants. We are only moving in the sphere
that He intended we should move in;
we are only enduring the trials and af-
flictions that in His providence He fore-
saw and deemed necessary for us to en-
counter in our passage through life, and
in the establishment of His work upon
the earth, and in preparing the way
for the coming of the Lord. Let not
your hearts fail you, therefore: be not
discouraged nor consider yourselves in
the least degree oppressed beyond that
which is right and proper. All these
things are necessary in the providence
of our God. We shall have more to en-
counter; but we shall have the strength
and the grace necessary to enable us to
meet them and to bear them patiently,


