SECOND COMING OF OUR SAVIOR.

the words of the Savior, and of the di-
vinity of this work. There is no other
people with whom I am acquainted who
so strikingly fulfill the words of the Sav-
ior, and the promises which He made
unto His disciples respecting the conse-
quences of obeying His doctrine as do the
Latter-day Saints. And it is not for their
wickedness, because when their lives are
compared with the lives of others, they
stand out in striking contrast with them.
This is admitted even by our enemies.
They give us credit for not being adulter-
ers, they give us credit for not being se-
ducers; they give us credit for not being
thieves; they give us credit for keeping
our word; they give us credit for being
honest in our dealings. Today, our bit-
terest enemies in this city, the men who
hate us the most, who would destroy us if
they had the power, never dare say that
we are dishonest in our dealings. We
keep our word. We abstain from drunk-
enness. We abstain from gambling. We
do not support houses of ill fame. We
maintain order and peace wherever we
go. But we are accused of many crimes.
We are accused of being guilty of many
misdeeds. But when the proof is asked
for it is something that has happened
some time ago, something that somebody
else knows.

We can be truthfully accused of noth-
ing except this: that we marry wives,
that we sustain them honorably, and
that we keep our children and train
them up in the fear of God, and make
good citizens of them. This is the
head and front of our offending. It is
not truthfully said that we prostitute
women; or that she is degraded here
by making her a prey to lust. It is
not said we destroy our offspring. No
such charges are made against us. But
the crime is that we honorably take
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wives in wedlock and rear children, and
bring them up legitimately, teaching
them the principles of righteousness as
we understand them. We could vote
today—you men who are disfranchised,
and you women who are disfranchised—
you could vote today if you were adulter-
ers and adulteresses. Yes, in this land of
ours, in this Territory of Utah you could
go to the polls and cast your vote if you
lived outside of wedlock, if you prosti-
tuted yourselves, if you made women the
victims of vile lust, if you trampled upon
everything that is holy and pure in the
sight of God and of good men, you would
not be disfranchised. You could cast your
vote. You could hold office—that is, you
could be a candidate for office, and if
elected you could hold it. Therefore, it
is not for adultery, it is not for seduction,
it is not for crimes of this kind that we
are hated, but it is because in righteous-
ness and in truth, without deception and
without fraud, we honorably and in the
sight of day—that is we have done so
in times past—married wives in accor-
dance with what we believed to be the
command of our Great Creator.

We are hated of all men and of all na-
tions for Christ's sake. It is because of
our religion. If we discarded the forms
of religion; if we did not attach impor-
tance to the solemnization of the mar-
riage ordinance; if it were done in any
other name, or in any other form, or for
any other purpose, it would pass, doubt-
less, as it does in other society, with-
out being challenged or receiving partic-
ular condemnation. But it is admitted—
I have been told it hundreds of times—
that it is because you make this reli-
gion. "That is why we hate it," they say.
"That is why we will legislate against
it. If you had not made it religion we



