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of His advent, and some have gone so far
as to predict the day and even the exact
time when He would make his appear-
ance. According to the revelations that
we have received upon this subject, the
day and the hour are not revealed unto
man, neither is it probable that they will
be, but we have been told that that time
is near at hand, and that it is our duty as
the people of God, to prepare ourselves
for that great and terrible day. The mes-
sage which the Elders of this Church
were commissioned to declare unto the
inhabitants of the earth 54 years ago,
and which they have since that time
been declaring wherever they have gone
is, that the time is near at hand for our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to make
His second appearance, and the Elders
of this Church have been sent with a
warning message to all the nations of
the earth, to declare unto them that
the hour of God's judgment is near at
hand; that the time for the fulfillment
of the prediction of the holy Prophets
has arrived, and that it is the duty of
the inhabitants of the earth to prepare
themselves for the great events that are
about to take place connected with the
last days. And in order that they might
the better prepare themselves, the ser-
vants of God are commanded to call upon
the people to gather out from the var-
ious nations where they are living to a
place that God has designated as a place
of gathering for His elect, where they
might prepare themselves for the com-
ing of our Lord and Savior. This was
the message which the Elders were sent
forth to bear 54 years ago, and from that
time until the present they have been,
to the extent of their ability, proclaim-
ing it to the various nations to which
they have had access, warning them in
meekness and in humility, that the time

was near at hand for the fulfillment of all
that had been spoken by the mouths of
the servants of God in ancient days con-
cerning the last days. Yet, as I have said,
we have had no authority given unto us,
no message to designate the hour nor the
day, nor even the year when the Lord
would make His appearance. That has
been kept by the Father. The angels did
not know the hour nor the day when our
Savior spoke the words that I have read
in your hearing; and if the angels have
since been informed of it, we have not
been advised to that effect. We have been
told that the time is near at hand, and
as an evidence of the near approach of
this event we have seen the fulfillment of
many things that were told should take
place. This Gospel of the Kingdom, Je-
sus said, had to be preached unto all
nations as a witness—the same Gospel
that was preached by Him and His dis-
ciples when they were upon the earth—
that Gospel of the Kingdom had to be
preached unto all nations before the end
should come. And it is being preached
in that manner now. The same princi-
ples, the same doctrines, the same plan
of salvation, the same gifts and graces,
the same organization of the Church, the
same authority that was in the Church
in ancient days—these having been re-
stored are now being preached as a wit-
ness by the Elders of the Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter-day Saints unto all
nations, in order that every inhabitant
of the earth should be warned, that ev-
ery man should hear the glad tidings of
salvation in his own tongue, and have
the opportunity of embracing or rejecting
the same, and of being gathered out and
numbered with the people of God.

I need not say to you, my brethren
and sisters, who are familiar with


