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spirits of just men made perfect, with Je-
sus the Mediator of the new covenant,
and with God who is the holiest of all.
That Priesthood had no beginning, and
will never have an end. As we are told
in Scripture it is, "Without father or
mother, without beginning of days or end
of years;" it always existed. The indi-
vidual, the organized person may have
had a beginning, but that spirit of which
and by which they organized never had
a beginning. That Priesthood which is
the power of government in the heavens,
never had a beginning, and it will never
come to an end. The works of that eter-
nal spirit of intelligence, the great Eter-
nal God, manifested to us in our Father
and through Jesus Christ, never had a
beginning. There never was a first world
or man; there will never be a last. We
cannot grasp that in its fullness, but we
can understand a little of it by compar-
ing it with other things. For instance, we
will take space. This tabernacle contains
so much space, bounded by the walls
of the building; but go outside of these
walls and space is there. Go to the far-
thest bounds of this Territory, space is
there. Go to the ends of the earth, if you
can find them, and there is space beyond.
Mount upward to the stars; go to the
sun, pass above the sun to the two worlds
that govern it, that we read about in the
Book of Abraham, in "The Pearl of Great
Price;" go even unto Kolob, the nearest
to the throne of God, and there is just
as much space beyond as that which you
have left. There is no outside to space—
no beginning, no end.

Thus there is boundless space,
and we cannot fully comprehend it,
yet we must admit that it exists
without limit. "There is no king-
dom in the which there is no space,

and no space in the which there is no
kingdom, either a greater or a lesser
kingdom." So we learn in the Doctrine
and Covenants. So travel where we
will, there we find space, and also inex-
haustible material. And the elements,
whether they be spiritual or what we
call natural—we use these terms to dis-
tinguish them—never had a beginning—
the primal particles never had a begin-
ning. They have been organized in dif-
ferent shapes; the organism had a be-
ginning but the elements or atoms of
which it is composed never had. You may
burn this book, but every atom of which
the book was composed, every particle of
substance that entered into its composi-
tion, still exists; they are indestructible.
When you go right down to the primary
elements, they never had a beginning,
they will never have an end. For in their
primal condition they are not "created."
They did not come from nothing; they
were organized into different forms, but
the elementary parts of matter as well
as of spirit, using ordinary terms, never
had a beginning, and never will have an
end.

Now, here are some things that you
can understand to some extent, that are
beginningless and endless. It is the
same with duration. Duration never
had a beginning, and it never will have
an end. We measure portions of time,
but time itself, cannot be counted. Go
back as far as we can think, and there
was just as much time or duration be-
fore that period as since, and think as
much as we can down the stream of time
there is just as much ahead. There is
no limit to duration, no beginning, no
end. Thus there are boundless space,
an infinity of substance, endless du-
ration. The elements of that eternal


