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The remarks which have been made
to us this afternoon by Bishop Preston
are of a practical nature and calculated
to lead our minds to reflection upon our
duties as Latter-day Saints.

The religion of God is a practical reli-
gion, and God is a real and practical be-
ing. It has been stated by one of our lead-
ing men that God is "a business God,"
and many remarks have been made con-
cerning that expression by persons op-
posed to us, with the desire of turning it
to ridicule. It has not been stated by any
of our brethren that God is only a busi-
ness God, but the remark was made with
reference to some of his attributes and
of His works. The people of the present
day who profess to believe in God, gen-
erally speaking, have very little idea in
regard to what He is. They consider
that He is incomprehensible. Their ideas
concerning Him are very vague, and the
attempts which have been made to ex-
plain God to the children of men, by per-
sons who claim to be teachers of religion,
and to have authority to speak in the
name of the Lord, are of such a char-

acter that no one can understand them.
The reason of this is because those per-
sons who have attempted to make an ex-
planation have not understood the sub-
ject themselves; and when a person does
not understand a thing it is very diffi-
cult for him to try and make somebody
else understand it. Now, I do not pre-
tend to say that there is anybody liv-
ing who fully and entirely comprehends
God; but there are many people living
who have some definite ideas concerning
Him, concerning His attributes, concern-
ing His ways, concerning His will; and
what they understand they are at liberty
to declare and to try and make other peo-
ple understand, particularly if they are
called upon by the Lord, and authorized
by Him so to do. People very frequently
refer to that passage of Scripture which
says: "God is a Spirit," and as their no-
tions concerning what spirit is, are not
very clear, that passage of Scripture does
not make very plain to their understand-
ing what God is. People, generally speak-
ing, have an idea that spirit is some-
thing intangible, something that cannot



