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of preferment and office. Why, there
is scarcely a man that gets an office in
the United States that is not bound by
pledges of this kind. A man cannot be
Speaker of the House of Representatives,
without being hampered by promises he
is compelled to give in order to get the po-
sition, promises to put this man on this
committee, and the other man upon an-
other committee, some to be chairmen
of committees, and so on. So with the
President of the United States. Proba-
bly Grover Cleveland will be an excep-
tion, because he has not been much in
public life: but it is a rule that the nomi-
nees of the different parties give certain
promises as to what they will do, and
who will get leading positions. They are
just as much fettered as though chains
were on their wrists and ankles. They
cannot move only in a certain direction.
All freedom is taken away. A Presi-
dent is nearly killed after he gets his
position in endeavoring to satisfy the
clamors and wishes of those who claim
they elected him to office. This is the
case all through the government. There
is no office, even to that of a consta-
ble, but is obtained in the same way.

I hope we shall never be in such a po-
sition as this, for it would lead to the de-
struction of liberty and free government
among us, if we should ever give way to
these things. Let men go into office free
and untrammeled. Let them be elected
because they are the men most suitable,
and not because they want the office. Let
us, as a people, endeavor to find men who
do not seek for office, and who do not
want it, but who take it because it is the
wish of their fellowcitizens. And let us
keep our salaries so low that men will
not scramble for office and live on the
people as officeholders, than which there
is nothing more hateful in a free land.

I pray God to fill you with the Holy
Ghost, to guide you in the path of righ-
teousness, to enable you to avoid the
many evils abroad in the world, and as
Zion progresses to avoid evils that will
crowd upon us; because as Zion increases
there will be new temptations and cir-
cumstances thrown around us that will
be a trial to us, unless we have the aid
of our God to help us contend with and
overcome them; and that we may have
this aid is my prayer in the name of Je-
sus, Amen.



