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we listen to the Priesthood. There is no
such thing as wrong connected with this.
God has inspired His servants, and has
given them wisdom to manage the af-
fairs of this people, and to guide them
in spiritual matters. They have full au-
thority to do this, and they will do it if
the people will listen to them, and then
in temporal matters they will guide them
as far as they have the opportunity. Be-
cause they are Priests of the Most High
God, they are no worse for that; they
are not handicapped because they have
the Priesthood. In a civil capacity they
can act as fairly, justly, wisely, as those
who do not have the Priesthood. They do
not act with any less wisdom or any less
power because they have the Priesthood
than they would do if they did not have
it. I have heard so much of this sort of
talk that to me it is perfectly ridiculous.
They talk about our management of elec-
tions, and management of other affairs. I
will tell you my experience, and I have
had some experience in these matters.
I have attended caucuses elsewhere; I
know the machinery that is used; I know
the wire pulling; I have seen it in op-
eration, and I say to you that there is
not the interference on the part of lead-
ing men here with the will of this peo-
ple that there is in the States in polit-
ical circles. And I tell you this: that
leading men in other communities seek
to exercise more influence and lay their
plans to have their wishes carried out
to a far greater extent than the leading
men of this community do among us—
I mean those who have the Priesthood.
There is a disposition on the part of the
leading Priesthood to let the people have
their way, not to interfere with their se-
lections. There is that disposition, and it
is encouraged, and the desire is to have

all the people be wise and exercise wis-
dom, and have the Spirit of God to dis-
cern who are suitable for office. If the
people could do this I can tell you that
President Taylor and his Counselors,
and the Twelve, and the other leading
men of Israel would be very glad indeed.
But you know as well as we do that there
are unwise men among us who would,
if they had the power, destroy the peo-
ple; not because they would design to do
it, but because of their ignorance; they
are ignorant and would do it, without
knowing what the consequences would
be; and on this account it is right that
experienced men should give the people
the benefit of their knowledge, not how-
ever, interfering with the rights of the
people, not in the least; and it never has
been done, at least within my knowledge,
in my public experience among the peo-
ple. And I repeat there has been less of
this among us, considering the influence
the Priesthood have, than in any other
community or any other people that I am
acquainted with anywhere in the land.
I wanted to say this much, because I
know there is a great deal of misappre-
hension upon these points. There are
men, agitators, who talk about interfer-
ence on the part of the Priesthood, and
try to breed disturbance and confusion
among the people, unsettle their minds
and have them think there is something
very wrong going on here. I speak of it
to remove these wrong impressions, and
to disabuse the minds of those who enter-
tain them, for they are not correct. There
are more caucuses, more plans, more
pipe laying, more log rolling, more wire
pulling in the States in one day, than
you will see in a month or a year among
us. They resort to all sorts of devices
to get their man elected under promise


