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the case, there is no necessity that there
should be a blending of church and state.
There is no necessity for this; it is not
wise to blend church and state. I do not
believe that as members of the Church
we should pass decrees or laws that
would bind other people. I have no such
belief, never did have. I do not think
I ever shall have. But because a man
is a member of a church, and because a
man is a servant of God, and because a
man bears the Priesthood of the Son of
God, he should not be prevented because
of that from acting in any civil capacity,
from taking part in civil matters and ex-
ecuting the laws that are enacted by civil
authority.

The province of the Kingdom of God
that Daniel saw, the kingdom that would
be established in the last days, is to be
as a shield to the Latter-day Saints, to be
as a bulwark around about that Church,
and around about that Church alone?
No. The apostate will have his civil
rights under that kingdom. The non-
Mormon, or Gentile as he is called, will
have his rights under that kingdom. The
Chinaman, the Negro, and the Indian—
each of them will have his rights under
that kingdom, and yet not be members
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints. A good many of our people
confound the Kingdom of God with the
Church of God. Now there is a very wide
distinction between the two. A man may,
in one sense, be a member of the Church
of Christ, and not a member of the King-
dom of God. The two organizations are
entirely distinct. The Kingdom of God
when it shall prevail in the earth—as
it will do—will be the civil power which
will shield and protect the Church of
Christ against every attack, against
every unlawful aggression, against
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every attempt to deprive it of its legiti-
mate rights. At the same time it will pro-
tect the Methodist just as much as it will
the Latter-day Saint; it will protect the
Roman Catholic just as much as it will
the Methodist; it will protect men of ev-
ery creed; it will protect the worshipper
of idols in his civil rights, in his rights
as a man and as a citizen. A man may
be an infidel; a man may have been a
Latter-day Saint, and denied the faith
and lost his standing in the Church of
God, and yet so far as the civil authority
is concerned, so far as the power that is
wielded by that which we call the King-
dom of God is concerned, that man will
receive the amplest protection; he will
have the fullest enjoyment of his rights.
President Taylor told wus this
morning—told us as plainly as it could
be told—the manner in which all men
should be treated. And that is the de-
sign of God; and therein our friends
in the east are trampling upon the
true principles of liberty in their at-
tacks upon us, and in their treatment
of us. Such treatment will just as surely
bring down condemnation and destruc-
tion upon a government that practices
these things, as that the setting of the
sun will bring darkness upon the earth.
It is not possible for men to continue in
such a course of oppression and wrong
doing as has been pursued by our fel-
lowcitizens that have had the reins of
government in their hands, without in-
volving themselves in trouble. It is
impossible that they can perpetuate
their power, and conduct themselves
as they have been doing towards us
and towards others. There are eter-
nal principles of justice that cannot
be violated without injury to the per-
son who violates them. A government



