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respect for the Constitution and the
institutions that spring therefrom,
notwithstanding we have been denied
our rights and been treated with the ut-
most cruelty. There is scarcely an act of
oppression that could be practiced that
we have not had to endure, from the
time the church of which we are mem-
bers, was organized up to the present
time. We have been falsely accused of all
kinds of crimes, have been mobbed and
repeatedly driven from our homes with
the entire loss of our property, have been
outraged, warred upon, subjected to vi-
olence of almost every description, and
murdered. One by one our rights have
been assailed. We have been stripped
of them under forms of law; we have
been denied justice, and treated with ex-
treme vindictiveness. Our families—if
those who had the execution of the laws
in their hands could have accomplished
it—would have been rent asunder; wives
would have been torn from their hus-
bands, children from their parents;
households would have been destroyed;
distrust and enmity and hatred would
have been engendered in the breasts of
the people one towards another—that is,
if the measures that have been framed
against us could have been successfully
carried out as they were designed by
those who framed them. Just think of
it! Think of the manner the women of
this community have been tempted to
turn traitors to their husbands and their
friends! Every inducement possible has
been offered to them to turn against and
betray their husbands, and the seeds
of enmity have been sown, or have en-
deavored to be sown, in the breasts of
families, and of children against par-
ents, and against each other, throughout
the entire land. When you contemplate

all these acts, they equal in cruelty and
perfidy, and inhumanity, any of the acts
of which we read in the Scriptures. Men
are shocked when they read the story
of the treatment of the Israelites by
Pharaoh. All the preachers through-
out the land, when they read that, com-
ment more or less upon it to their con-
gregations, and talk about the cruelty of
which that king was guilty, and praise
the Israelites, and praise Moses for that
which they did. At the same time
they are guilty themselves of as great
crimes. They are guilty of inciting a gov-
ernment against its citizens—its peace-
ful citizens—and stirring up the govern-
ment to acts of harshness, of cruelty, and
even some of them go so far as to defend
the use of the army by the government to
destroy a peaceful people from the face of
the earth.

Now, as I have said, no people in the
world have given greater proofs of at-
tachment to their own government, and
of devotion to those sacred principles of
liberty that we have inherited than the
Latter-day Saints have done in these
mountains. But, as I have said, the cry
is still that we are disloyal; that we unite
church and state; that we have an au-
thority in our midst that we respect and
obey, while we disregard the civil au-
thority of the land. These things are a
frequent cause of complaint against us,
and we are denied our rights. We to-
day, should be a State. This Territory of
Utah should be one of the United States.
We should have the right to elect our
own Governor, to elect our own Judges,
to elect every officer in fact that exe-
cutes the laws or has anything to do with
the administration of the government
in our own land. We have been here
37 years, and during 34 years of that



