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pleasure, that great things may be re-
quired at the hand of their fathers."

Referring to our little children, who
are becoming, numerically, a mighty host
among us, I wish to make a few remarks
this morning, the subject seeming to im-
press itself on my mind somewhat. A
consideration of the associations of our
young men and young women, reminds
us that before they become young men
and young women, in the common ac-
ception of the term, they are younger
men and younger women; and while in-
fant children are in a dependent and
somewhat helpless condition. As the
tall oaks from little acorns grow, and as
mighty rivers are made up from small
streamlets and springs that come from
hidden sources in the mountains, so is
the increase of God's people by reason of
their little children that are growing—
increasing in number and multiplying
continually in the land. In early days
our increase used to be made up, in a
great measure, by emigrants from for-
eign nations. The past few years our em-
igration has attained to some three or
four thousand, annually, from the vari-
ous countries in which missions are es-
tablished, while it has increased many
times that number from the great and
glorious presence of God our Father, who
sends the spirits to this world to dwell.
Hence it becomes the great source of
our supply, of our increase, and I am
sure you will join with me, many of you,
this morning in realizing that we have
not, in many instances, given a sufficient
and proper consideration for our little
children that have been committed unto
us, when we realize the importance, the
eternal consequences that are made to
flow from the beginning of their tuition
and education here in this mortal life.

Many of this people, who have lived
faithful to their professions, know more
today of God and His purposes, than they
did fifty years ago. We learn by expe-
rience as well as by precept, from the
Lord, and as in the light of our experi-
ence we have obtained observation and
got knowledge, we should not only profit
by it ourselves, but as Elders in Israel we
should endeavor to benefit and improve
each other by our experiences, so that
we may increase in understanding before
the Lord in all our relations to Him and
to each other.

Now, concerning little children, there
is too much of an inclination with
many—particularly in the world, but
this feeling is growing much less among
the Saints—to treat their children with
indifference, to put them off, and to think
that a very little of anything will do them
very well. Children are apt to be waited
on even at the table after the feasted and
friends are all served.

I will not stop to dilate upon this
particular feature of my subject, but
will turn to a more pleasing one. Our
Savior while here in the flesh, perceiv-
ing the people thought that children
were of less importance than grown per-
sons, was much displeased and said:
"Suffer the little children to come unto
me, and forbid them not: for of such
is the kingdom of God." Who, I ask,
among my hearers this morning has
been attending the Sunday School and
listened to their recitations that has not
felt their hearts warmed within them
at hearing the early germinations of
intelligence made manifest and appar-
ent while they have been reciting the
Scriptures, the revelations and max-
ims from the cards that are now in
use in the Sabbath Schools? Who has
listened to their songs, so sweet and
melodious, without feeling that the very


