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promises had been made—I would
rather they would occupy that relation-
ship, and raise children by him, than
that they should be allied to a man unto
whom the promises of God had not been
made. But, says one, good men's sons
are not always good. I know that, we all
know it. Adam, our Father, had Cain; he
was a wicked man; but that does not al-
ter the principle, it does not affect that
which I am speaking of. Adam's poster-
ity had blessings sealed upon them that
cannot be taken from them. There was
no reason why Cain should not have in-
herited all the blessings that Abel did,
and that afterwards Seth possessed, if
he had been disposed to avail himself
of them; and it may be that where men
have the Priesthood, the power and au-
thority of it, and the blessings that per-
tain to it, sealed upon their heads—it
may be that like it was in the cases
of Terah and Abraham, if they belong
to the rightful lineage there will some
one of that seed arise and be a faithful
man, and attain unto all the blessings
that God has promised unto such faith-
ful persons. You remember very well how
it was with Terah, the father of Abra-
ham. He was of the chosen seed, but he
was an idolater. Yet he was heir to the
promises, and because of that Abraham,
through that heirship, and through de-
scent, or the blessing that came through
that descent, was able to go unto God
and to plead for and receive the bless-
ings that God had promised through the
fathers unto him and unto all who be-
longed to that chosen seed. And so it
may be with us. There may be faith-
ful men who will have unfaithful sons,
who may not be as faithful as they might
be; but faithful posterity will come, just
as I believe it will be the case with the
Prophet Joseph's seed. Today he has not
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a soul descended from him personally, in
this Church. There is not a man bear-
ing the Holy Priesthood, to stand be-
fore our God in the Church that Joseph
was the means in the hands of God, of
founding—not a man today of his own
blood—that is, by descent—to stand be-
fore the Lord, and represent him among
these Latter-day Saints. But will this
always be the case? No. Just as sure
as God lives, just as sure as God has
made promises, so sure will someone of
Joseph Smith's posterity rise up and be
numbered with this Church and bear the
everlasting Priesthood that Joseph him-
self held. It may be delayed in the wise
providence of our God. There are many
things that we cannot understand, can-
not see the reason why they should be so;
but these promises are unalterable; God
made them to Joseph during his lifetime;
and they will be fulfilled just as sure as
God made them. He (Joseph) will have
among this people, someone descended
from his own loins, who will bear the ev-
erlasting Priesthood, and who will honor
and magnify that Priesthood among the
Latter-day Saints. Therefore it is a bless-
ing from God, for a woman to bear chil-
dren to such a man, or to any man who
bears or holds the everlasting Priesthood
of the Son of God, and who magnifies
his calling, and through magnifying it,
receives promises from God to himself,
and his posterity after him. Hence it is,
my brothers and sisters, that remarks
are made from time to time about plu-
ral marriage, patriarchal marriage. It
is designed of God, that it should be
so. There are but comparatively few
men among the family of mankind, who
are capable of leading the daughters of
Zion into the Celestial Kingdom of our



