THE GATHERING.

so with the giver of usury to him.

"The land shall be utterly emptied,
and utterly spoiled: for the Lord hath
spoken this word.

"The earth mourneth and fadeth
away, the world languisheth and fadeth
away, the haughty people of the earth do
languish.

"The earth also is defiled under the
inhabitants thereof; because they have
transgressed the laws, changed the ordi-
nance, broken the everlasting covenant.

"Therefore hath the curse devoured
the earth, and they that dwell therein
are desolate: therefore the inhabitants of
the earth are burned, and few men left."

There are many statements made
by the Prophets in relation to these
things—that the Lord would pour out
His judgments upon the earth. Jesus
speaks of the destruction that should
come upon the people, that should befall
Jerusalem, that should encompass na-
tions, and of scenes that should transpire
in the latter days—that the sun should
be turned into darkness and the moon
into blood, before the great and terrible
day of the Lord should come. Associated
with this is a part of the work in which
we are engaged. A voice was to be heard,
as I said before, saying:

"Come out of her, my people, that ye
be not partakers of her sins, and that ye
receive not of her plagues.

"For her sins have reached unto
heaven, and God hath remembered her
iniquities."

In accordance with this declaration,
which is a part of the great program that
we Latter-day Saints believe in, we have
been gathered unto this land, which we
denominate the land of Zion. We have
come out from the world, and some of
us hardly know why; yet we have come,
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having obeyed the Gospel and having re-
ceived the gift of the Holy Ghost. There
has been a feeling and spirit operating
upon us that has enlightened our minds
and propelled us forward. Our great aim
was, when we were in other lands dis-
tant from this, to make every effort we
could to come to the land of Zion. Did we
understand what it was for? In part we
did, in part we did not. We came to it be-
cause we thought it was the land of Zion.
We came to it, if we comprehend our-
selves, that we might not partake of the
sins nor receive of the plagues of Baby-
lon; and that we and our wives, and our
children and our associations, might be
free from the corruptions, abominations
and evils that exist and prevail through-
out the world; and that we might come to
a place where we could learn the laws of
life, where our children could be brought
up in the fear of God, and where we
had hoped to be able to worship God ac-
cording to the dictates of our own con-
sciences. Sometimes we think we have
made a little mistake in this. I guess not;
for we shall yet understand one thing,
and so will the nations of the earth—
that "The Lord reigneth; let the earth re-
joice: let the multitude of isles be glad
thereof." Yes, we shall all learn that "the
Lord reigneth."

Associated with these principles are
all the common affairs of life—that is,
we have bodies like other people; we
need food, we need raiment, we need
habitations to live in, we need land
to cultivate, fields, gardens and or-
chards; our children are born as oth-
ers are, and we live and exist pretty
much as other human beings. They
are the children of our heavenly Fa-
ther, and so are we. But the Lord has
seen fit to gather us together, and has
opened our way, and our lines have fallen



