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I am pleased to have the opportunity
of meeting with you in Conference here,
and to talk with you a little on some of
the principles associated with our duties
in our connection with the Church and
Kingdom of God.

The Latter-day Saints occupy a very
peculiar position in the world, but I do
not know that we have any thing very
particular to say on that question. It is
true, we have used our own agency in
coming here, but there are certain pur-
poses of the Almighty, associated with
our gathering together, over which we
had very little control. There is a re-
markable saying in the revelation of St.
John, in reference to a certain Babylon,
which reads as follows:

"And I heard another voice from
heaven, saying, Come out of her, my peo-
ple, that ye be not partakers of her sins,
and that ye receive not of her plagues.

"For her sins have reached unto
heaven, and God hath remembered her
iniquities."

There is something very significant
in the text here quoted. It would
seem that John, in a previous part

of his vision, had seen an angel who
would precede this other. He says:

"And I saw another angel fly in the
midst of heaven, having the everlasting
gospel to preach unto them that dwell on
the earth, and to every nation, and kin-
dred, and tongue, and people,

"Saying with a loud voice, Fear God,
and give glory to him; for the hour of his
judgment is come: and worship him that
made heaven, and earth, and the sea,
and the fountains of waters."

As Latter-day Saints we have lis-
tened to these things from time to time.
We have talked about the opening of the
heavens, the manifestations of God our
heavenly Father, and Jesus the Mediator
of the New Covenant, about the restora-
tion of the Gospel, and the organization
of the Church and Kingdom of God. We
have talked a good deal about the Holy
Priesthood, and the authority of God
having been conferred upon man from
the heavens, which places us in commu-
nication with our heavenly Father; and
also of the organization of His Church
in a manner that is in accordance



