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A PRIVILEGE TO MEET TO WORSHIP GOD—THIS CHURCH
ORDAINED OF GOD—ALL OTHER CHURCHES AND
SOCIETIES THE WORK OF MAN—HUMAN INSTITUTIONS
OF EVERY KIND WILL PASS AWAY—ONLY THAT WHICH
GOD SETS UP WILL ENDURE—THE ANCIENT CHRISTIAN
CHURCH—THE APOSTATE CHURCH OF ROME—THE
VARIOUS MAN-MADE CREEDS—LACK OF DIVINE
AUTHORITY—THE TRUE CHURCH RESTORED—RELIGION
IN POLITICS—GOD'S RIGHT TO CONTROL IN ALL
THINGS—THE AGENCY OF MAN AND THE AUTHORITY OF
GOD—ABIDING IN THE LORD'S COVENANT EVEN UNTO
DEATH—NO COMPROMISE WITH THE WICKED—THE
SPIRIT OF ABEL AND THAT OF CAIN—THE BLESSINGS
THAT COME THROUGH OBEDIENCE AND FIDELITY.

DISCOURSE BY ELDER CHARLES W. PENROSE, DELIVERED IN THE ASSEMBLY HALL, SALT
LAKE CITY, SUNDAY AFTERNOON, NOVEMBER 4, 1882.

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

The testimony which has been borne
to us this afternoon by Brother Abra-
ham H. Cannon is true and faithful. I
presume there is not an Elder in Is-
rael, no matter how much experience he
may have had in public speaking, who
does not feel in his heart to shrink when
called upon to stand before the people
and speak to them upon the things of the
kingdom of God; for if he can properly
realize his position he feels his inabil-
ity, his weakness; he feels that of him-
self he is unable to instruct the Saints;
he knows that they are familiar with
the general principles of the Gospel,
and with almost every truth which has
been made manifest by the power of
God in these last days, many of them
are also familiar with the teachings of
the servants of God in former times,
which they have been able to gather
from the Scriptures of divine truth.

To stand up before a congregation of peo-
ple acquainted with the Gospel, its prin-
ciples, its ordinances, and its spirit and
power, is indeed a task, and it is only
in the strength of the Lord, it is only
because of faith in His promises and
of experience in receiving a fulfillment
thereof, that the Elders are emboldened
to stand up before the people to address
them, trusting to the inspiration of the
moment, trusting that God will pour out
His Spirit upon them and upon the con-
gregation whom they address.

I feel this afternoon that it is a very
great privilege to be numbered among
the Latter-day Saints, to be permitted to
meet in this house and worship God our
heavenly Father in the way that He has
appointed, to partake of the emblems
of the body and blood of Jesus Christ,
our Redeemer, and to spend a little time



