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wicked, I say to you, in the name of Je-
sus Christ, that the condemnation of God
will rest upon you, and He will hold you
to a strict accountability. For God has
not chosen men to preside without lay-
ing upon them responsibility of a very
grave and weighty character. He holds
us accountable for these things. When
a man has a relative and he condones
the offense of that relative, through sym-
pathy, he will not be free from responsi-
bility. Now let it be known throughout
all Israel, as the word of the Lord to us
for the present, through His servant who
stands at the head, that a man who com-
mits adultery, a man who has had his en-
dowments, cannot be baptized again into
the Church. Let it be known through-
out all Israel, as the word of God through
His servant, who stands at the head,
that a man who has had his endowments
and commits whoredom, cannot now be
received into the Church again. These
must be cut off; because the law that was
given in the early days of the Church
concerning a man committing adultery
once and being received back into the
Church does not apply today. There has
been a higher law since then, namely,
the endowments, and men have taken
upon themselves, and women also, sa-
cred obligations in holy places. There-
fore, hear it and understand it. Let it
be given out in all the congregations of
the Saints; let it be known everywhere
throughout the land of Zion, so that if
a man is tempted to do that deed, or

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

a woman, that they will pause in view
of the terrible consequences which await
its commission—that they will pause
and ask themselves the question—can
I do this at the expense of my salva-
tion and my exaltation in the presence of
God? God has labored with us for fifty-
four years and six months. He has re-
vealed unto us His laws in plainness and
power, so that all can understand, and
if there be any now that do not under-
stand, it is because they have not availed
themselves of their privileges and oppor-
tunities. My brethren and sisters, this
land must be a land of Zion to us. It
will be a land of Zion to all who keep
the commandments of God. It will not
be a land of Zion to the adulterer, the
seducer, the blasphemer, the Sabbath-
breaker, the man who does not pay his
tithing, to any who do not keep the com-
mandments of God; but to those who
do keep the commandments of God, and
who keep themselves pure, it will be a
land of peace, a land wherein they and
their children after them can dwell in
peace and righteousness. But let us be
warned in this the day of our probation.
Let us walk humbly before our God. Let
us live so as to have his revelations con-
stantly within us; let us live so that His
Spirit shall burn in our hearts and in our
bosoms and in our bones like a very fire,
that in the end we may be saved and ex-
alted in His Celestial Kingdom, which I
ask in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.



