MARVELOUS GROWTH OF THE KINGDOM.

by the mouth of His Prophet Isaiah, con-
cerning the coming forth of the Book of
Mormon, and the manner in which it
should be received; and we today are liv-
ing witnesses of the fulfillment of these
things. God our Eternal Father has done
and is doing a marvelous work and a
wonder in the midst of the inhabitants
of the earth. He is causing the wisdom of
the wise to perish—He has caused it—
and He is bringing to naught the under-
standing of the prudent, especially those
who fight against Mount Zion, or against
the covenant people of God. The man-
ner in which our Father and our God has
spoken concerning the great work of the
last days with which we are identified,
is very remarkable. When we examine
the prediction of the holy prophets, it is
wonderful how plainly everything con-
nected with this work, so far, has been
fulfilled; and as we have been told this
morning—and we are told whenever the
Spirit of God rests down upon the Elders
of this Church to speak concerning the
future—we have the strongest assurance
that can be given by God to any people
that as that which has been predicted in
the past has been completely fulfilled up
to the present time, so all the predictions
which have been made connected with
this work, or concerning it, will also be
fulfilled to the very letter; not one word
will fail, not one iota of the word of God
concerning Zion will fall to the ground
unfulfilled.

This work commenced, as we
know, in obscurity, in weakness,
with no particular demonstration in
the sight of the world. A few in-
dividuals only knew concerning it.
There were no remarkable manifes-
tations for the world to gaze upon,
for the world to wonder at, connected
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with its birth. It was born according to
the will of God. The Church started out
a good deal like we have started out—
helpless. What is there more helpless,
weak, puny, insignificant, it may be said,
in many respects, than a human being
when it is born into the world. Yet that
being if nurtured properly, if trained as
it should be, has before it a career of
never-ending glory. That little puling in-
fant may become, in the eternity of our
God, a God, to sway power and domin-
ion in the eternal worlds, to be the fa-
ther of unnumbered millions. Yet at its
birth who would anticipate such a future
for it. So it was with the Church of our
God. Born in weakness, cradled in obscu-
rity, it came forth according to the com-
mand of God; not attended, as I have
said, by any great demonstration that
the world could gaze and wonder at, but
attended by the blessing, the power and
the promises of our Eternal Father con-
cerning its future. It required faith on
the part of those who then received it to
believe that such a glorious career as was
predicted concerning it, awaited it. No
human being unenlightened and unin-
spired by the Spirit of God, could have
anticipated such a future for this great
work; and yet in these early days, when
it was in this condition which I have at-
tempted to describe, the Prophet Joseph
and those who received revelations with
him, looked forward to its future, and
saw that which we behold today in actual
reality; they saw in vision that which
we participate in today, and far more
than anything that we have yet seen. I
have often been struck with the remark-
able character of the predictions which
Joseph, inspired of God, gave utterance
to concerning this work. As I have



