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from Mormon principles; and of the
13 prisoners classed as "Mormons," the
greater portion were only so by family
connection or association:

Arrests in Salt Lake City, 1883: Mor-
mons, 150 Non-Mormons, 1,559 or more
than ten times the number of Mormon
arrests.

"Again, it is estimated that there are
6,000 non-Mormons, and 19,000 Mor-
mons in Salt Lake City, which shows of
Mormons one arrest in 126 2/3.

"Non-Mormons one arrest in a frac-
tion less than every four, or rather more
than twenty-five percent."

As T have said before (continued Pres-
ident Taylor), if we were not on the de-
fensive in this case, I would say noth-
ing about these things; but it ill be-
comes men who have got ten criminals
to our one to come here as our reform-
ers, and try to disfranchise men who are
ten times as good as they are. These are
facts that are not of my getting up.

They come from the public records
and can be verified by the prison and
other statistics. And the question is, how
much of that rule do we want here?

The questionable honor is reserved to
these advocates of "advanced high moral
ideas" to trample upon all judicial prece-
dents. It was not enough that an in-
significant minority should have more
than an equal showing with the major-
ity, being equal in numbers in the draw-
ing to make up a venire. It was not
enough that every Mormon was ques-
tioned as to his religious faith, and that
no Gentile was. It was not enough
that all "Mormons" were excluded from
this so-called "impartial grand jury,"
and that their avowed enemies were
to be their judges. It is not enough
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that our people must be tried by men
whose average record shows them to be
ten times their inferiors as law abiding
citizens; but not having enough men to
pack this "impartial grand jury" accord-
ing to the provisions of law, under the
guise of virtue, and in the name of moral-
ity and justice, edicts are issued to the
officers to go into the purlieus of the city
and gather up ad libitum from among
the guttersnipes creatures to form "a
jury of the peers" of the accused with
which to persecute and prosecute honor-
able men and women.

These are things we object to, and
I wish our brethren and sisters to be
informed in regard to these matters,
that they may have a correct estimate
of the position that we occupy pertain-
ing thereto. We cannot respect and
esteem such operations, and while we
are desirous to place ourselves in con-
formity with all law, all order and all
correct principle, yet we despise in our
hearts this chicanery, hypocrisy, fraud
and deception. But do we expect to
see such things? Yes. Are we sur-
prised at it? No. Why? Because we
have been told over and over again, and
the Elders have preached over and over
again, and the Prophets have prophe-
sied of it over and over again, that the
world will grow worse and worse, deceiv-
ing and being deceived. Who is it that
embarks in these things? It is the cor-
rupt, the ungodly, the debauchee, the
adulterer, the liar, the men who violate
every principle of honor, truth and in-
tegrity, and who are enemies to this na-
tion, and the same class of people are
enemies to any nation. They are lay-
ing the axe at the root of the tree of lib-
erty, and trying to overturn the freedom
of man, and to place free men in bondage,
a thing no honorable man would con-



