PURPOSES OF GOD.

"No power or influence can or ought
to be maintained by virtue of the priest-
hood, only by persuasion, by long-
suffering, by gentleness and meekness,
and by love unfeigned;

"By kindness, and pure knowledge,
which shall greatly enlarge the soul
without hypocrisy, and without guile—

"Reproving betimes with sharpness,
when moved upon by the Holy Ghost;
and then showing forth afterwards an
increase of love toward him whom thou
hast reproved, lest he esteem thee to be
his enemy;

"That he may know that thy faithful-
ness is stronger than the cords of death.

"Let thy bowels also be full of charity
towards all men, and to the household of
faith, and let virtue garnish thy thoughts
unceasingly; then shall thy confidence
wax strong in the presence of God; and
the doctrine of the priesthood shall distil
upon thy soul as the dews from heaven.

"The Holy Ghost shall be thy constant
companion, and thy scepter an unchang-
ing scepter of righteousness and truth,;
and thy dominion shall be an everlast-
ing dominion, and without compulsory
means it shall flow unto thee forever and
ever."

President Taylor continuing his re-
marks said: We have many specimens
of the characters referred to in this rev-
elation read by Brother Cannon. These
things continue to exist more or less.
Some people are very desirous some-
times to instruct me about how I ought to
manipulate and manage affairs. Well, if
they were set as my instructors I should
be much pleased to get all the informa-
tion I could from them, and I would be
pleased to get information from the hum-
blest person in existence—if it was infor-
mation. Among other things I find that a
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good many begin to think that we are
very much persecuted and proscribed in
our marital relations, according to the
revelations which God has given us, and
there is sometimes a little trembling in
the knees. I am pleased there is not
much of it, but there is a little once in
a while. Sometimes I get advice from
outsiders, from the newspapers, etc., and
sometimes from some of our brethren
(but from very few of our brethren), in
relation to these matters.

God has given us a revelation in re-
gard to celestial marriage. I did not
make it. He has told us certain things
pertaining to this matter, and they would
like us to tone that principle down and
change it and make it applicable to the
views of the day. This we cannot do; nor
can we interfere with any of the com-
mands of God to meet the persuasions or
behests of men. I cannot do it, and will
not do it.

I find some men try to twist round
the principle in any way and every way
they can. They want to sneak out of it in
some way. Now God don't want any kind
of sycophancy like that. He expects that
we will be true to Him, and to the princi-
ples He has developed, and to feel as Job
did—"Though he slay me, yet will I trust
in him." Though other folks would slay
us, yet we will trust in the living God and
be true to our covenants and to our God.
These are my feelings in relation to that
matter. We have also been told that, "it is
not mete that men who will not abide my
law shall preside over my Priesthood,"
and yet some people would like very
much to do it. Well, they cannot do it; be-
cause if we are here, as I said before, to
do the will of our Father who sent us, and
He has told us what to do, we will do it,
in the name of Israel's God—and all who



