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not for us to act as we may think indi-
vidually, but as God shall dictate. We
have a regular order in the Church. You
brethren, who hold the holy Priesthood,
understand these things. Has God not
given to every man a portion of His Spirit
to profit withal? Yes. Has He not done
more than this to the saints who are
true and faithful? Has He not given to
them the gift of the Holy Ghost? He
has, and they know it and realize it.
They are brought into communion with
each other, and into communion with
God and the heavenly hosts. But hav-
ing this Spirit do we need others to guide
us? Yes, all the time. Why? Because of
the powers of darkness, the influence of
Satan and the weakness of human na-
ture. We need watchmen upon the tow-
ers of Zion, who are on the alert to look
after the interests of Israel, and see that
God's people do not go astray. Hence
it becomes the duty of the Teachers to
look after the people, to see that there
is no hard feeling, no covetousness, no
fraud, no adultery, no iniquity of any
kind; but that purity, holiness and righ-
teousness prevail among those that they
preside over. And how far does this ex-
tend? To every place where there is a
ward or a portion of a ward—to the ut-
most extremity. It may be compared unto
the body—from the head to the feet, from
the toes to the fingers, and to every other
part. All the officers necessary for the
work of the ministry are to be found in
the Church, and everything has been or-
ganized according to the order of God.
Are any of these men who are called
to presiding positions autocrats—men
who exercise undue authority over the
feelings and associations of their fellow
man? No. Have any of them the right
to disregard the feelings of their breth-

ren, trample them under foot, and act as
tyrants? No. Have the Apostles, or High
Priests, or Seventies, or Elders, any such
right? No. Brother Cannon will read
an extract from the Book of Doctrine and
Covenants, on this question.

President George Q. Cannon then
read as follows from Section 121, of the
Book of Doctrine and Covenants—

"Behold, there are many called, but
few are chosen. And why are they not
chosen?

"Because their hearts are set so much
upon the things of this world, and aspire
to the honors of men, that they do not
learn this one lesson—

"That the rights of the priesthood are
inseparably connected with the powers
of heaven, and that the powers of heaven
cannot be controlled nor handled only
upon the principle of righteousness.

"That they may be conferred upon us,
it is true; but when we undertake to
cover our sins, or to gratify our pride, our
vain ambition, or to exercise control or
dominion or compulsion upon the souls
of the children of men, in any degree
of unrighteousness, behold, the heavens
withdraw themselves; the Spirit of the
Lord is grieved; and when it is with-
drawn, Amen to the priesthood or the au-
thority of that man.

"Behold, ere he is aware, he is left
unto himself, to kick against the pricks,
to persecute the saints, and to fight
against God.

"We have learned by sad experience
that it is the nature and disposition of al-
most all men, as soon as they get a little
authority, as they suppose, they will im-
mediately begin to exercise unrighteous
dominion.

"Hence many are called, but few are
chosen.


