PURPOSES OF GOD.

the world prophesy in His name? No.
Do the world preach in the name of God?
They preach in His name, many of them,
without having the authority, as we have
heard at this conference; but they do
not propose to do many mighty works in
His name, but many of our Elders do—
Elders who magnify their calling and
honor their God. On the other hand
there are Elders who are careless, way-
ward and rebellious against God and His
laws—who seek to trample under foot
the principles that He has revealed—
who seek to set themselves up to guide,
direct, and manipulate the affairs of the
Church and Kingdom of God, and yet
these same persons know nothing but
what they know naturally, as do the
brute beasts, made to be taken and de-
stroyed; and we none of us know any-
thing only as God instructs us. We are
indebted to Him for the introduction of
this work, and for all the information
pertaining thereto. It has been from no
man nor set of men, nor organizations of
a professed spiritual or temporal nature,
that we have received intelligence per-
taining to the things of God, the Church
of God, or the Kingdom of God. It has
come directly from the Lord, through the
Gospel of the Son of God, which brings
life and immortality to light; and if men
think—and we every once in a while
meet with such characters—they know
better than the Lord how to manipulate
affairs they will find out their mistake.
The Lord will say to them, "Depart from
me, I never knew you: for it is not every
one that saith, Lord, Lord, that shall en-
ter into the kingdom of God; but he that
doeth the will of our Father in Heaven."
Hence there is a great work for us
to do. There is something compre-
hensive in it. It is indeed the dis-

307

pensation of the fullness of times spo-
ken of by all the holy prophets since the
world was. It relates to the interests of
men that now live: it relates to the in-
terests of men who have lived, and it
relates to things that are yet in the fu-
ture. It is a thing in which the Gods
in the eternal worlds are interested, and
all the ancient Patriarchs and Prophets
that have lived upon the earth are all
interested in the work in which we are
engaged. There is a Priesthood in the
heavens, and we have the same Priest-
hood on the earth, but there should be
a closer communion between the Priest-
hood on the earth and the Priesthood
in the heavens; it is desirable that we
should be brought into closer proximity,
we want to be advancing as Enoch ad-
vanced. After the appearance of Jesus
upon the earth, there was to be a certain
power who would make war with the
Saints and prevail against them; and it
is said, "they shall be given into his hand
until a time and times and the dividing
of time," (Daniel vii, 25) but in this day
we are told that "the saints of the most
High shall take the kingdom, and pos-
sess the kingdom for ever, even for ever
and ever," (verse 18). You and I may vio-
late our covenants; you and I may tram-
ple upon the principles of the Gospel,
and violate the order of the Priesthood
and the commands of God; but among
the hosts of Israel there will be thou-
sands and tens of thousands who will be
true to the principles of truth, and God in
the heavens, the holy angels and the an-
cient Priesthood that now live where God
lives are all united together, for the ac-
complishment of this purpose. The Lord
will roll forth His purposes in His own
way and is His own time. And having
thus organized, as I before stated, it is



