
EFFECT OF THE GOSPEL. 301

His name, having within us the Holy
Ghost that He has poured out to make
us His people—distinct from every other
people and nation—composed of people
of every nationality, yet blended together
by the power of the Holy Ghost, and
made one people with a oneness that is
not known among peoples or nations of
one common origin.

Ought we not, in view of these facts
which are so well known to us, with
which we are so familiar—ought we not
to place ourselves in the position and
continue to operate in the position in
which God designs? Shall we resist these
wonders that are wrought in our behalf?
Shall we, having been thus elevated and
gathered together, be intractable and re-
sist the purposes of God which are so def-
initely and so wonderfully made mani-
fest in our own experience? If we do,
then condemnation of the most dread-
ful character will rest down upon us; be-
cause we cannot say that we have been
ignorant of what God has done. As I have
said, each Latter-day Saint who has been
thus gathered, has a testimony within
himself and herself, that this work is
from God; that man did not create this
desire within us to gather together and
to become identified with the people of
God. It is not a spirit that came from
man; it is not a spirit that diffuses itself
throughout the earth at the command of
man; but it has come from God Himself;
it has descended from Him and rested
through His power upon all who have
received it, and each one who has been
thus gathered is a witness of this. We
should, then, place ourselves continually
in the position that God designs we shall
act in, and be submissive to His will.

We have a foe opposed to us that
is the most wily, that is the most
cunning, that is the most determined,

that is the most unscrupulous, that can
be imagined, and that foe is one who
was once a great angel holding author-
ity in the presence of God. He was our
brother, sitting side by side with our Re-
deemer, having equal opportunities with
Him. But he rebelled. He turned against
the Father, because he could not have his
own way. He determined that he would
overthrow the throne of his Father, and
engaged in a rebellion to destroy his
plans, and because he was not success-
ful he has sought from that day until
this day to destroy the work of the Fa-
ther, and not only to destroy the work of
the Father, but to destroy every-one who
would listen to the counsel of the Father.
Over this earth he has wielded for gen-
erations great sway: his dominion has
been almost unquestioned, and he has
imagined that he would gain supremacy
in the earth, and be successful in pre-
venting the Father from fulfilling his de-
signs concerning the earth. Therefore,
he has sought by every means within
his power to destroy the work of the Fa-
ther. He has shed the most precious
blood which has coursed in the veins of
mortal man to accomplish his purposes.
He has filled the earth with lies. He has
circulated every abominable thing. He
has stirred up the children of God one
against the other, and has inspired them
with the most deadly and hostile sen-
timents against everything that is holy
and pure and godlike. It is only a few
days since, inspired by his wicked spirit,
innocent brethren of ours were cruelly
slain, and if he had the power he would
sweep this entire people from the face of
the earth. If he could, he would destroy
us all, as those Elders were destroyed
two weeks ago in Tennessee. It is be-
cause he has not the power that he does


