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ered out, or the people of one locality
were moved upon; but in every land, in
every language among every race and
in every nationality throughout the en-
tire earth, from pole to pole, from east
to west, from north to south, wherever
the Elders of the Church have carried
this Gospel in the last days, and the
sound thereof has saluted the ears of the
children of men, they have been moved
upon in this most extraordinary manner,
and have traversed sea and land, with-
out hesitation, without faltering, with-
out doubt, and have come and associ-
ated themselves together in the place
that God has designated as the place of
gathering. Most wonderfully has God
fulfilled the promises which He made in
ancient days to His servants concerning
this latter-day dispensation, and most
wonderfully has He poured out His spirit
and His power upon the inhabitants of
the earth to cause them to contribute
by their actions to the fulfillment of
these remarkable predictions that were
uttered thousands of years ago. There is
not a Latter-day Saint within the sound
of my voice this morning who has been
thus moved upon but is a witness for God
in this matter, and is a living evidence of
what God has done and is doing, because
each one knows the character of the in-
fluence that has operated upon his or her
mind to bring to pass this action which
has resulted in the gathering of them-
selves and the rest of the people together.

Now, my brethren and sisters, there
has been a purpose in this. God has not
come Himself from heaven and revealed
Himself with His Son Jesus Christ for
naught. God has not sent angels from
heaven for naught. God has not poured
out this Spirit to which I have referred
upon all the inhabitants of the earth

who have been willing to receive the
truth for naught. There is a purpose
that is as old as man himself, and as the
earth itself, in thus bringing us together
in this capacity in these valleys, and that
purpose has not been that we should
break the laws of God, or that we should
become identified again with the world
from whence we have been gathered.
That certainly has not been the object
that God has had in view in accomplish-
ing these great works; but it has been
that we should become a distinct peo-
ple, a peculiar people, a people whom He
could use according to His mind and will,
and through whom He could accomplish
His mighty, His marvelous, and His won-
drous purposes. That is the object He
has had in view in bringing us together—
to separate us from Babylon. It is for
that purpose that the spirit has rested
upon the people, under the influence of
which they have gathered out to these
valleys, so admirably adapted as a home
for the Latter-day Saints, so secluded
from the rest of the world that they have
been reserved until this late day for us
as a people to inhabit. If God had de-
signed otherwise He would have let us
remain scattered among the nations of
the earth; He would never have gath-
ered us out; we would never have had
that spirit resting so powerfully, and, as
I have said, so irresistibly upon us; we
would have remained in the lands where
the Gospel found us and our fathers; we
would still be connected with the people
from which we have been gathered. But
this was not the design. Plainly writ-
ten, as plainly written as the sunlight
which we behold, has been the design
of our God in connection with the gath-
ering of this people, a people separate
from every other people on the face of
the earth—a God-chosen people, bearing


