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I feel sorry for her little family and for
the family of his fellow sufferer. What
shall we do? We will help take care of
them, will we not? I think we will. And
we will talk more about some of these
matters at another time. We sometimes
pray for the Lord to bless the widow and
the fatherless. Now there is an idea
which I have always entertained, and
that is, I never would ask God to do a
thing that I would not do myself; and
we shall have to contrive in some way
for the accomplishment of this object.
About Brother Gibbs who lies there—
that is all right: I might have lain in
the same position a good many years
ago, if it had been the will of God, but
it seems it was not. I was shot at, and
hit oftener than Brother Gibbs; but my
life was preserved; God protected me. 1
was with Joseph and Hyrum when they
were murdered in Carthage jail, and I
never was sorry that I was there. 1
would not have been absent from a scene
of that kind. I would not want to for-
sake my Brother or Brethren in diffi-
culty; never. Well, what of it? Sup-
pose I had been killed as Joseph and
Hyrum were, why, I was in very good
company. Joseph and Hyrum were ser-
vants of the living God, and I was try-
ing to serve Him in my humble way.
And if we had all been killed it would
not have made much difference: would
it? I suppose it was necessary for me to
stay a little while longer; all right; and
I am willing to stay as long as the Lord
wants me, and to go whenever He wants
me. But I, in common with Joseph and
Hyrum and Brother Gibbs and others,
have within me the principles of eternal
life. I know that my Redeemer liveth,
and that He shall stand in the latter
days on the earth, and these eyes shall
behold Him. I know that God rules and
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reigns in this nation and among the na-
tions of the earth, and that He will di-
rect all things, according to the coun-
sels of His will. I know that the work
which God has commenced in these last
days will continue to go forth despite the
powers of darkness and all the fiends of
hell. Though they are arrayed against
it, God and the hosts of Heaven are on
the side of Israel, and Israel will prevail.
This work will continue to spread and in-
crease until the kingdoms of this world
shall become the kingdom of our God and
His Christ, and He will reign forever. It
is for us as Latter-day Saints, to live our
religion, to observe the laws of God, to
be humble, faithful and diligent; to be
men of honor, truth and integrity; to seek
to glorify God in our bodies and in our
spirits, which are His, and to perform
any labor that He may require at our
hands, that when we shall get through
with the scenes of time and sense, we
may inherit a crown which is incorrupt-
ible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away,
reserved in the heavens for us. So we
will not mourn like those who have no
hope, but we will put our trust in the liv-
ing God. And I say unto the widow of the
deceased, God bless you, and God bless
your children, and God bless all the hon-
est in heart who are trying to fear God
and work righteousness; and instead of
feeling enmity in our hearts towards our
persecutors and those who seek our lives,
we will try to entertain the feeling that
burned in the bosom of Jesus, who, when
expiring upon the cross, cried out, "Fa-
ther, forgive them; for they know not
what they do." But God will not forgive
all these men who permit and perpetrate
these wicked and atrocious acts. They
will have to pay the debt which they have
contracted. It is for us to go on, and



