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of the Stake of Cache visited today. I had
proposed myself to take a little rest; but
on hearing of this event I felt a strong de-
sire to unite my sympathies with those
of the bereaved, for there were several
emotions that agitated my mind; first, to
express my feelings of grief for the per-
petration of such terrible acts, then to
condole with the family in their poignant
grief; mingled with this was a feeling
of joy and satisfaction pertaining to the
destiny and to the present position of the
deceased. All things are not as they ap-
pear to us. God has certain inscrutable
designs and purposes to bring to pass in
the earth. He has set His hand to accom-
plish these things, and many of you that
are here and now hear my voice, have
become the honored instruments in the
hands of the Lord, of proclaiming those
principles which God has revealed in the
interests of our common humanity in the
world in which we live. Those princi-
ples though fraught with the truths of
eternal intelligence, eternal life, and all
the blessings associated therewith, are
not comprehended by the human family.
But that makes no difference to us. We
have our labors to perform, and we pro-
pose to accomplish that which God has
designed in relation thereto, in the in-
terests of our fellow men, who are the
children, all of them, of our Heavenly
Father, for He is the God and the Fa-
ther of the spirits of all flesh. Further-
more, He has given to every man of ev-
ery color, of every nation, and of ev-
ery creed, and to people of no creed—
He has given to them all a portion of
His Spirit to profit withal. But many of
them give way to other influences and
yield obedience to the powers of dark-
ness, as you have heard stated, and
when men give themselves up to these

influences, and quench that better feel-
ing which God has planted in the bo-
som of all men, they by and by become
prepared for any and every spirit that
may present itself to their minds; es-
pecially do they follow a spirit of an-
tagonism to God our Heavenly Father,
and to those who espouse His cause, and
who are really the best and most philan-
thropic people that dwell upon the face
of the earth—a people who go forward
with less selfishness, and with a more
single eye to the glory of God, and to the
benefit of mankind, than any other peo-
ple who tread the footstool of our Heav-
enly Father today. It is, as Brother Gibbs
has remarked, an honor to be engaged
in a work of this kind; and despite the
powers of darkness, despite the enmity
of man, despite the schemes of oppres-
sion that are set on foot by men who
ought to know better, despite the var-
ious evils that exist in the world, we
still possess the same sentiment that
was enunciated by Jesus, and would like
to proclaim it to all nations, "Peace on
earth, and good will to men." But men
can only obtain permanent peace by fol-
lowing after righteousness, by being gov-
erned by the principles of truth, by asso-
ciating themselves with God our Heav-
enly Father, by acknowledging His hand,
and by submitting to His law, to His
rule, to His dominion, and to His author-
ity. Hence Jesus taught His disciples to
pray—"Thy kingdom come." Why? "That
Thy will may be done on earth, as it is
in heaven." And these are the principles
which we as a people are trying to pro-
mulgate among the nations of the earth
under the command of the Great Elo-
heim, who has told us, as He told His dis-
ciples in former years, to proclaim this
Gospel unto every creature, and it was
in obedience to that command that this


