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thing that is excellent, everything that is
desirable, comes forth from the midst of
much tribulation. Even the jewels of the
earth, and the riches thereof—the min-
erals, the gold and silver for which men
thirst, and for which they have been will-
ing to sacrifice life—are brought forth
out of what seems to us the agonies
of nature. And so in regard to violent
deaths such as our brethren have suf-
fered. In passing through such a trial
bravely, faithfully, and truly, they have
become jewels in the hands of God, and
will continue to progress throughout the
endless ages of eternity. It was not that
they had violated the laws of the land;
it was not that they had broken any law
of the State in which they were when
their lives were taken by the enemies
of righteousness, by ungodly, wicked and
murderous men: but as President Can-
non has truly observed, it was because
they were pure, it was because they were
righteous, it was because they were the
servants of God, that they were despised
and killed. There is no hatred so in-
tense as that which springs from and is
begotten of envy and malice. The hu-
man heart readily forgives and extenu-
ates the crimes of the wicked. Men have
compassion for the ungodly; but there
was no pity in the hearts of those who
took away the life of Jesus, of Joseph the
Prophet, and of Hyrum his brother, who
planted their feet on the rock of eternal
truth, and stood firm while the waves of
prejudice, hatred and malice, inspired by
the adversary, who was a murderer from
the beginning, continued to advance un-
til their blood saturated the soil. The
same spirit is in the midst of the earth
today. It has caused the taking away of
the lives of these brethren. I remem-
ber distinctly the impressions that were

made upon the minds of some of our peo-
ple when they first learned of the orga-
nization of certain secret societies in the
east, organized with the intention, no
doubt, of taking life; and it is my strong
belief and my firm opinion that the body
which lies before us today, lifeless, is the
result of the operations of the secret so-
cieties which, we have been forewarned,
would be organized in the latter times.
It may be that others will be called to
wear the crowns of martyrs. Certainly
that passage of Scripture which was read
in our hearing today, would lead us so
to think. But what matters it to us?
We have received the testimony of Je-
sus. We have received the light of the
everlasting Gospel. We have received
that which will give us influence and
power and dominion and glory and end-
less happiness. Why, then, should we
care for the lengthening or shortening of
our days here in this mortal condition.
If we are faithful and true to God, and
can die with the harness on as Brother
John H. Gibbs did, it will be well with
us. If we can meet death as he met it,
while in the line of his duty, and in the
full love of God, our salvation will be
sure. Had he not been successful as a
preacher of righteousness, there would
have been no disposition to take his life;
but the fact that he had brought forty-
one souls to baptism, through which they
were made citizens of the Kingdom of
God, created the malice that could only
be satisfied or checked by the shedding
of precious blood. It is not for us to
mourn over things ordained as a wit-
ness that God is with us. The cords of
Zion are being lengthened, her stakes
are being strengthened, and the King-
dom of God is gaining day by day, and
year by year in the midst of the world.


