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but there was constant reason to fear,
however, all the days of his life, through
the revelation of the truth to him, and
the bestowal of the holy Priesthood upon
him, that at any moment he might fall
a victim to the rage of those who hated
the truth. He never at any time led
those who received the Gospel to antic-
ipate that their fate would be any better
than his, for every man and woman was
taught that if the principles were what
we believed them to be, that which he
testified they were, it was worthy of their
lives, and of every other sacrifice they
might be called to make. Men, there-
fore, in espousing the Gospel of Jesus
Christ in these last days, espouse it, as
a general rule, with a full knowledge of
the consequences involved therein. They
have not been told that their pathway
would be strewn with flowers, that they
would be surrounded with ease and com-
fort, and that they would have friends on
every hand and be popular; but where
faithful Elders have gone out preach-
ing the Gospel, they have gone declaring
unto the inhabitants of the earth that
the same sacrifice which had been called
for in ancient days, when Jesus commu-
nicated His Gospel unto men—that the
same sacrifices might still, in all prob-
ability, be demanded of them, and they
have been told not to hold their lives
dear unto them, but for the sake of the
great riches which God had bestowed,
and the great and glorious reward that
He had promised, they should be will-
ing, if it were necessary, and God should
require such sacrifice at their hands,
to lay down their lives for the truth.
And it was well that these teachings
were given to the people; for the early
history of our Church, and every step
of its progress, has been marked with

suffering, and in many instances with
blood; the sacrifice of earthly ties, the
sacrifice of homes, of friends, of old as-
sociations, of kindred, of native land—
these sacrifices have been made by all
who have connected themselves and re-
mained connected with the Zion of our
God. And besides these, not infrequently
has it been the case that bodily tor-
ture has been inflicted through the at-
tacks and the malicious spirit of those
who have hated the truth, and not in-
frequently life itself has been given for
the cause of God, or as a testimony to
the truth of that cause which He has es-
tablished. Since our arrival, however,
in these valleys, it has been hoped that
we would escape the fierce intolerance
of the wicked. Years elapsed after our
reaching here during which we dwelt in
peace and free from annoyance and from
the attacks of the wicked. Our Elders
have traveled through various nations
of Europe, and though persecuted and
treated with contumely at times, still
blood has not been shed. No men have
been destroyed among the nations of Eu-
rope who have gone forth bearing the
message of life and salvation.

The Lord in His mercy of late years
has moved upon His servants to send
the messengers of life and salvation to
our own nation, and they have gone ac-
cording to God's command, to warn the
people of the impending judgments and
calamities that are about to be poured
out upon this nation in common with
other nations. The Elders have labored
with great zeal, and in many instances
with great success, and have been the
means of carrying the glad tidings of sal-
vation to very many souls, and this suc-
cess has seemed to arouse the powers of
darkness. Embittered by the falsehoods
that have been circulated concerning


