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and avenge our blood on them that dwell
on the earth?

"And white robes were given unto ev-
ery one of them; and it was said unto
them, that they should rest yet for a lit-
tle season, until their fellowservants also
and their brethren, that should be killed
as they were, should be fulfilled."

In the next chapter we find the fol-
lowing:

"And all the angels stood round about
the throne, and about the elders and the
four beasts, and fell before the throne on
their faces, and worshipped God,

"Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory,
and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and
honor, and power, and might, be unto our
God forever and ever. Amen.

"And one of the elders answered, say-
ing unto me, What are these which are
arrayed in white robes? and whence
came they?

"And I said unto him, Sir, thou know-
est. And he said to me, These are they
which came out of great tribulation, and
have washed their robes, and have made
them white in the blood of the Lamb.

"Therefore they are before the throne
of God, and serve him day and night in
his temple: and he that sitteth on the
throne shall dwell among them.

"They shall hunger no more, neither
thirst any more; neither shall the sun
light on them, nor any heat.

"For the Lamb which is in the midst
of the throne shall feed them, and shall
lead them unto living fountains of wa-
ters: and God shall wipe away all tears
from their eyes."

If I were to consult my feelings on
the present occasion, I would much
rather sit still and listen, than to at-
tempt to speak or to give utterance

to the feelings which I have had since
coming into this shade. But we have as-
sembled together today, to pay our last
tribute of respect and honor to the mar-
tyred dead, and it is meet and proper
that we should control our feelings and
endeavor to say something that shall be
consolatory to the living, and that shall
have the effect to make this lesson an im-
pressive one to all of us, and especially
to the young men and young women, the
rising generation of this people.

It is not a new thing in the history of
the work of the last days for the blood of
innocence to be shed; but the frequency
of these occurrences does not take away
from the anguish and the sorrow, and
those poignant feelings that are created
by such atrocious acts. We cannot be-
come reconciled to these things suffi-
ciently, fortify ourselves as we may, to es-
cape feeling upon occasions of this char-
acter that we are all liable at any time
to be called to lay down our lives for the
truth's sake. Whenever our brethren are
thus called as sacrifices for the truth,
it requires the comforting influence and
strength which God alone can give to rec-
oncile us, so that we can bear these blows
with equanimity and with the resigna-
tion which should characterize people of
our profession.

When the Gospel was revealed from
heaven in these latter times, it was told
to those who received it—not only to
Joseph the Seer, but to others who re-
ceived it from him—that the espousal
and advocacy of these principles might
cost them their lives, and there is a
plain intimation in one of the early rev-
elations to Joseph, that his life might
be required. During his lifetime he
lived under perpetual attacks from his
enemies; not that he lived in dread,


