WHY THE SAINTS GATHER.

He knew very well that they did not
have Apostles, nor those officers that
used to exist in the Church, and he felt
it keenly, as did many others. I, my-
self, mixed up with a society of gentle-
men before I heard the fullness of the
Gospel, who were searching the Scrip-
tures to find out the true way; for we
did not find any men who professed to be
inspired. We were told that all inspira-
tion had ceased, and yet there were men
professing to be called of God to preach
the Gospel. Now, that is a very singu-
lar thing. How can a man be called of
God, if God has ceased to speak? If a
man is called of God, he must be called
either by the voice or Spirit of God, or by
somebody who is authorized of God, and
knows something about His ways. If he
does not receive his calling in this way,
how is he going to get it? There is one
other way—that is, if God has had a reg-
ular Priesthood upon the earth, unbro-
ken, uncorrupted and uncontaminated,
then it might come down from one to an-
other through the different ages. The
Church of Rome professes to trace its au-
thority down from the days of the Apos-
tles until the present. But unfortunately
there is a Scripture that rather inter-
feres with them and with others, namely:
"Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth
not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not
God. He that abideth in the doctrine
of Christ, he hath both the Father and
the Son." 1T will tell you what Joseph
Smith told me personally. Said he: "You
are going out to preach the Gospel, and
if you can find a people anywhere as
you wander through the world"—which
I have done a great deal, traveled thou-
sands, and I do not know but hun-
dreds of thousands of miles, and min-
gled with all classes and creeds and con-
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ditions of men, religious and irreligious,
professors and non-professors, Chris-
tians and Jews, Gentiles and all classes
of people—"if you can find," said he, "a
people anywhere having the doctrines of
Christ, you need not baptize them." But I
never found anywhere, wherever I went,
any persons holding the doctrines of
Christ as taught by Him, with Apostles
and Prophets and inspired men under
the influence of the Holy Ghost, and with
an organization similar to that which
was introduced by our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. Therefore I had to call
upon all men everywhere to repent, for
I could not find the kind of people Joseph
said I need not baptize. Wesley and
Whitfield, and going back still further,
Luther, Melancthon, Knox, Zwingli, and
many other reformers, started what are
termed reformations. But what did they
do in those reformations? Did they bring
back the pure Gospel of Christ? No, they
did not, and they did not profess to do
it. It is left for some of their admirers to
do that for them which they in their day
never professed to do. What did they do?
They tried to reform abuses that were
in the church. Well, what was done by
these people? What influence were they
under? They were under the influence,
more or less, of the Spirit of the living
God. But they didn't have the Gospel,
you say? No; but they were not deprived
of a portion of the Spirit of the living God
on that account. It is a very great er-
ror for us to suppose that men through-
out the whole world have not been un-
der an influence of that kind more or
less. We are told in the Scriptures that
God has given unto all men a portion
of His Spirit to profit withal, and many
men who have followed that Spirit ac-
cording to the light they have had, have



