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which alone give an idea of the state of
society.

Shall we, brethren and sisters, al-
low ourselves to drift into this channel?
When men come to us saying that it is
not right that we should manage our
election affairs as we do, shall we hear-
ken to them when there are such exam-
ples before us all through the east? I
say it would be placing ourselves in a
most undesirable and critical position;
it would be throwing away the bless-
ings God has given us, and which He
wishes us to magnify and appreciate. I
hope to see the day when through all
of these mountains, from Idaho in the
north to Mexico in the south, there shall
be a free people dwelling at peace, en-
joying the blessings of liberty, enjoying
the blessings of a Constitutional form
of government, electing their own of-
ficers by their own free and unbiased
choice, and upholding them; and these
officers executing justice and righteous-
ness in the midst of the people. I do
already see it in part, for all through
these valleys we have a system of gov-
ernment which is the purest Consti-
tutional republican-democratic form of
government that can be found anywhere
over the United States. I prize it, I know
its cost; and we should maintain it, ev-
ery man and woman should maintain it
by standing up for their rights, for they
have a right to vote, and vote for any
man they may choose, no matter who
he may be. When you decide that he
is the man to fill the office, then elect
him, and if you find that such a man
does not suit you, when the time comes,
change him, and uphold such men only
as will maintain the laws and the princi-

ples of Constitutional government, and
honor the office to which they are
elected. Let us never feel to oppress any
man because of his religious views, or be-
cause of his poverty or because of his po-
litical views; but to the contrary, feel that
it is a sacred duty imposed upon us to
tolerate freedom and preserve good or-
der, and see that integrity and honesty
prevail in the land. And you will see
the day, and it is not far distant, when
these mountains will be the stronghold
of a free people, and when men will come
here because the principles of the Consti-
tution will be maintained here; and they
will be protected in their political and re-
ligious rights. And this is the mission
which God has given unto us. We should
stand shoulder to shoulder, and let no
man divide us, no matter who he may
be. It is our duty to bind these people to-
gether in the strongest possible manner
by the bonds of righteousness, not in in-
iquity, not by secret combinations, but by
the bonds of righteousness; because we
are few in number, and it is only by our
unity that we can be made strong. Let us
maintain unity, brethren and sisters; let
us maintain it in the Gospel, maintain it
in the ordinances that God requires us to
submit to; maintain it in all our political
affairs, from north to south, and be one,
bearing in our minds that a poor nomina-
tion well sustained is better than a good
nomination not sustained.

That God may bless you, and fill you
with His Holy Spirit, and preserve you in
the liberty of the Gospel, is my prayer, in
the name of Jesus. Amen.


