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pel; and if it be a crime for a man to hold
a political office who is a minister in our
Church, then you will have to exclude ev-
ery man of worth in our Territory, for our
Bishops are our most prominent and ac-
tive business men; and there is this fea-
ture with those who act in this Territory,
they act without pay; and the men who
distinguish themselves in the manipula-
tion of their own affairs are generally se-
lected to manage the affairs of the pub-
lic, and they are men most suitable to
attend to business affairs, to act as Pro-
bate Judges, or in any other office. When
this is explained, it is very rarely you
will hear a man find fault. But there are
some who complain about the "Mormon"
hierarchy, who do not seem to know that
it consists of the entire people, and that
every man of worth, professing the faith
and religion of the Latter-day Saints, be-
longs to that hierarchy.

I trust none of the Latter-day Saints
are tender on this point. I would pro-
claim it to the world that we have such
confidence in our leading men, the men
who have made this country, and who
have planted our feet in these moun-
tains, the men who have all the day
long urged the people to habits of in-
dustry, and to become self-sustaining,
the men who framed our governments—
our city government, or county govern-
ment, our Territorial government, such
as we have today, and who organized
us as we are organized here; I say, I
am not ashamed to acknowledge that
I am willing to be led and governed
by the counsels of men who have done
such wonders, as we witness on every
hand. Call them Apostles, call them
Prophets, call them Bishops, call them
Elders, call them anything you please
that is honorable, I am not ashamed of
it. I would just as soon they dictate as

to have a little caucus do it. I have seen
these caucuses outside of this Territory
and among non-Mormons. A few men
get together and caucus, and plan and
arrange, and they get up a ticket, and
lay their wires so that others will sus-
tain it, and the Convention will sustain
it, and by this means get their favorites
into power. This is a common practice
all over the United States. I would de-
plore it as one of the greatest evils that
could occur to us, that there should be a
scramble for office among the Latter-day
Saints. When two or three brethren, who
aspire for office, try to divide the peo-
ple, this is something to be deplored. I
therefore have always advocated keeping
down our salaries, that offices may not
be very desirable, so that men shall not
desire to get possession of office to use it,
or feel that because they are elected once
to office they ought to always have it.
We should always be ready and willing
to serve when called upon, and just as
willing to decline when required, having
at heart the good of the community. A
great many of the Members of Congress
during the last session were exceedingly
anxious for an early adjournment. Why?
That they might return home in time,
to manage the primary meetings, be-
cause if they did not, there was ev-
ery probability that they would be de-
feated. It has been noticed, for in-
stance, that Oregon has never elected
the same man twice. Why? Because
when the convention met to nominate
a candidate the member would be in
Washington, and somebody else would
be nominated, and he would be left out
in the cold. It is a remarkable fact
that from that State up to the present
date a Member of Congress and a Sen-
ator has never been elected twice for the
same term. And there are other places


