RIGHTS OF THE SAINTS.

God, concerning His Church, and con-
cerning the principles of salvation, leads
us to the conclusion that there is a one-
ness, that there is union, and that divi-
sions and opposition cannot exist among
the people of God; it would be entirely in-
consistent with every idea of the eternal
Creator to suppose anything else than
this. Hence, no matter where you find
those who are truthfully the people of
God, you will find them under all circum-
stances united, thinking alike, believing
alike, and acting alike. That is, hav-
ing the same objects in view, the same
aims to reach, and being prompted by
one common motive or impulse. There-
fore, having this view, I differ, upon some
points, from some who are called Latter-
day Saints, who seem to entertain the
idea that because we are in the world we
must necessarily be of the world, a part
of them; and that the standard which is
looked up to and recognized in the world
as correct, is one to which we should
conform. Now, in this respect I differ
from those of my brethren who entertain
these ideas. I think it is our duty, mak-
ing the professions we do and occupying
the position we do, to be so far as nec-
essary entirely original, or to use a word
that is commonly used to describe us, a
peculiar people. Because the world have
a certain way to accomplish certain ob-
jects, I do not recognize it as at all nec-
essary for us to do the same as they do.
And I am quite willing that it should be
known and understood, so far as I am
individually concerned, that in many re-
spects I differ from the world by which
I am surrounded: and that in being a
Latter-day Saint I claim the right, so
long as I act in accordance with the rules
of good order and do not violate any rules
of decorum, to do as I please, to think as
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I please, and talk as I please. This is a
right that I claim as a Latter-day Saint.
If I choose to believe that God has estab-
lished upon the earth His Church, at the
head of which He has placed a Prophet,
and I choose to believe in that Prophet,
to listen to his teachings, to be guided
by his counsels, I claim that so long as I
do this and do not interfere with my fel-
low citizens in the exercise of their priv-
ileges, it is my right to do so. If I choose
to believe that the Lord has placed in
His Church Twelve Apostles, to whom
He has given the keys of the Apostleship
and authority, and to whom He has com-
mitted the last dispensation, requiring
of them to go to all nations as messen-
gers of life and salvation, or see that the
Gospel is carried to all the nations of the
earth, and I choose to listen to their in-
structions and counsels and be governed
by them, choosing to acknowledge them
as channels through which life and sal-
vation shall flow unto me, and that ev-
ery administration of the laws and or-
dinances of God's House is sacred and
holy; if I choose to do this, I think it
is my right to do it, so long as in do-
ing so I interfere with no other man's
rights and privileges. So in relation to
gathering together. If, as a Latter-day
Saint, I choose to leave other societies
and communities and separate myself
from them, to cast my lot in the midst
of a people with a faith similar to my
own, to choose them as my associates
and mingle with them, and to patronize
them and uphold them in all their labors
and undertakings, who is there that has
the right to question me in so doing, so
long as I do not interfere with the rights
of my fellow citizens? In speaking thus
of myself, the same applies to this en-
tire people; for that which is right in



