THE OBJECT OF TEMPLES.

distressed. While it is well with us here,
and we are enjoying all these blessings,
it is but right, I think, that we should
ask our Father in heaven that the day
of their affliction and sorrow may soon
come to an end, and that they may come,
as we have come, with obedient hearts to
help build up Zion and Jerusalem.

Our work is at present but small.
It is but the beginning, the germina-
tion of the wonderfully strange work
that is to affect the whole habitable
globe, and not only those that are on
the earth now, but all that have dwelt
here or that shall come to dwell upon
it, until the earth shall be made anew,
and all things thereon pronounced new
again from God. Although Israel had at-
tained to great eminence and glory in
the earth, yet they were brought into
subjection to other nations because of
their transgressions, and though Christ
came to be their deliverer, they received
Him not—and their Temple was not re-
stored to those glorious and exalted pur-
poses and uses for which it was intended,;
then what have been the consequences?
The Savior told them what would come
to pass. "Behold," said he, "I send
unto you prophets, and wise men and
scribes: and some of them ye shall kill
and crucify; and some of them shall ye
scourge in your synagogues: That upon
you may come all the righteous blood
shed upon the earth, etc." What a ter-
rible consequence! If they could have
but hearkened to His word, walked in
the way of the Lord, continued in its
holy course, and believed in the Savior
when He came, then they might have
been engaged in this work of redeem-
ing their dead back to the beginning of
the world, and there would have been a
mighty work done by that generation for
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their dead, as well as for themselves;
but it remains for those recent men and
women now upon the earth and that
shall come upon the earth to perform
this labor.

My brethren and sisters, there is be-
fore us that which draws upon our faith
and upon our prospective ambition and
knowledge of Gospel labor clear back
to the days of the ancients. The Lord
has given us intimations in regard to
all these things, and He will continue to
reveal all things necessary to be made
known by which His great purposes shall
be brought about. Great and glorious is
His work! The work of the resurrection
is not far off. I am fully persuaded of this,
and have reflected sometimes concerning
it, with an earnest desire. Never in all
my ministry have I talked much about
the resurrection; but the Lord has man-
ifested some things concerning it, and I
would like to allude to them.

It is a popular sentiment among pro-
fessing Christians generally, and it is
believed also by many of the Saints—
because of a certain saying the Savior
made use of to the Sadducees on a par-
ticular occasion—that, in neither of the
resurrections is there to be any marrying
or giving in marriage. This is a mistaken
idea. We are nowhere informed that the
Savior ever said any such thing or enter-
tained any such doctrine. He taught the
doctrine of the resurrection, saying that
He was the resurrection and the life, and
that the day will come when all they that
are in their graves shall hear His voice
and shall come forth. It was because He
taught this doctrine that the Sadducees
sought to entangle and confuse Him con-
cerning this principle by bringing up
the case of the woman who married a
man and he died without any children,



