228

before death came into the world. We
believe that good men, who have demon-
strated their fitness for the responsibili-
ties of holy wedlock, may, under the di-
rection of the Lord, obtain more wives
than one, may have them sealed to them
by the same covenant and by the same
bond, to be their wives in the eternal
world; and they expect when they de-
part hence to go where Abraham is—to
that place that is called Abraham's bo-
som. There they will be in congenial
company. They will verify the words of
Jesus, who said, "Many shall come from
the east and from the west, and from
the north and from the south, and shall
sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Ja-
cob in the kingdom of God;" while oth-
ers who supposed themselves to be "the
children of the kingdom" will be "thrust
out." And I am afraid that a great many
of our good Christian friends who are so
terribly shocked about this feature of our
faith, when they get to the door and look
in and see Abraham and Sarah and Ha-
gar and Keturah, and those concubines
given of the Lord to Abraham—when
they see them in the eternal kingdom
they will want to turn away and go to
more congenial company, which they are
at perfect liberty to do. If Abraham was
on the earth today, these same good peo-
ple would put him in the penitentiary,
and yet they call Abraham "the father
of the faithful, the Friend of God," and
want to go to his bosom when they die!
If Jacob were here with his four wives,
through whom he "did build the house of
Israel," the names of whose twelve sons
are to be inscribed upon the gates of the
holy city, the New Jerusalem, that is to
come down from God out of heaven like
a bride adorned for her husband—I say
if Jacob were on the earth today, they
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would put him in jail! Well, this is the
consistency of some people who profess
to believe in the Bible. Men come here
to try and sell the Latter-day Saints the
Bible. Why, bless your souls, there are
no people on the earth who believe as
much in the Bible as the "Mormons." We
believe in the Old and New Testament,
King James' translation. It was through
our belief in that record that most of us
became Latter-day Saints; for, being fa-
miliar with the Bible, when the servants
of God came with the Gospel we found it
was the same as laid down in that sacred
record, and that induced us to embrace
the faith that is commonly called "Mor-
monism."

Well, now, this feature of our faith
to which I have alluded—I have not the
time to comment upon it in all its bear-
ings, and a great many people would not
understand it if I did—is a divine insti-
tution. Let me bear my testimony to this
congregation, as I would like to bear it
to all the world, that it is a pure and
holy institution; not to bring women into
bondage, but to place them in that posi-
tion for which they were created—to give
them the opportunity to become hon-
ored wives and mothers, so that there
might be "no margin left for lust to prey
upon,” no field for the tricks of the se-
ducer and the adulterer, the corrupt and
the ungodly. God Almighty has estab-
lished this system. It is a religious or-
dinance established by authority from
God, by revelation from on high and ad-
ministered by religious ceremonies. It
belongs to this Priesthood and to none
other. We are not seeking to extend it
to the world nor to introduce it to other
people. It is confined to the Priesthood.
It is "a law unto my Holy Priesthood,"
saith the Lord, and there are bounds,



