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perhaps will hold good in both directions.
It is a poor rule that only works one way.
It may be found convenient today to sin-
gle out the "Mormons," because they are
unpopular, for special legislation; but in
a little time some other religious body in
this country may have the same inimical
legislation applied to them, to bear down
upon them with greater weight than it
does upon us. You cannot violate a prin-
ciple of truth without receiving very bad
consequences. Those who attempt to do
that will be sure to reap the fruit of
their labors at some time or other. And
when the Congress of the United States
commences to move away the foundation
stones of the system that the fathers of
this nation built up, they are working on
very dangerous ground, and the conse-
quences thereof will not be confined to
the few people against whom these mea-
sures are made. It is the duty of ev-
ery patriot, of every man who loves his
country, and of every woman who loves
her country, to do their part in prevent-
ing the passage of such enactments as
these, and in vindicating the principles
and doctrines which enter into the Con-
stitution of our beloved country. So we
are standing up not only for our own
rights, but for the rights of others, and
this is one of the duties enjoined upon us
by our Heavenly Father.

We have been brought from the vari-
ous parts of the earth into these moun-
tain valleys that we may establish a sys-
tem of religion which has been revealed
from heaven, which our Heavenly Fa-
ther has committed to us. We have
not taken this religion from any of the
sacred books that are in existence; we
have not concocted this system from the
Bible, or from any other religious work;

but it has been revealed to us in our own
day and time. God has broken the si-
lence of ages. That same God that spoke
to the prophets of old, whose record we
have in the Old Testament, and who sent
His Son Jesus Christ in the meridian of
time to die for the sins of the world—
that same God that inspired the Apos-
tles of Jesus Christ in their great works
has Himself spoken from heaven in our
own day, and angels have come down
from the courts of glory with a message
of life and salvation for the inhabitants
of the earth. This Church, this sys-
tem, this organization to which we be-
long has not been set up by the wis-
dom of man, but has been set up by
the power of God, by the command of
the Almighty, and has been sustained by
him up to the present time. All the ef-
forts which are made to break it down
will only tend to build it up. Every
law the United States may pass with
the intent to disintegrate this work, to
divide the people, to crush the power
that exists in the midst of the Latter-
day Saints, will only tend to consoli-
date the people, to bind them closer to-
gether, to make their faith more intense,
their convictions more certain, and to
make their determination more persis-
tent. That will be the effect. God is work-
ing with this people, and has worked
with them from the beginning. And this,
as we have heard this afternoon, is not
a mere matter of faith. We have seen so
many proofs of an overruling power, and
manifestations of special providence, as
a people and as individuals, in answer
to our prayers, that we know that God
lives, that God answers prayer, that God
Almighty is with the Latter-day Saints
while they keep His commandments and
do His will, and that He will overrule


