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But I have felt free in saying to all men,
"Repent, and be baptized and you shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, and
that will give you a testimony as it has
given it to me." That is the testimony, my
brethren and sisters, that I feel to bear
before you this afternoon.

I am glad to be once more in these
mountains, to breathe this air, to see
those with whom I have grown up, and to
feel once more at home. During the three
years that I have been absent, many
changes have taken place, some of them
very mournful to me; but I am thankful
to be back once more. And now that I am
home, I hope to be able to work stead-
fastly in the cause of God, and to do my
part in helping to build up His kingdom
upon the earth. This is my desire, and I
pray that the Lord will help all of us to
remain true to the end, in the name of
Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Wilford Woodruff then ad-
dressed the congregation. He said: We
have been listening to the testimony of
one of our Mormon mountain boys, who
has been called in his youth to go forth
to the nations of the earth to declare
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the in-
habitants thereof. This is an example
of this whole Mormon work in the day
and generation in which we live. Joseph
Smith himself was but a boy, an unlet-
tered youth, when God called him over
half a century ago, to listen to the voice
of the Lord, and be an instrument in
His hands to lay the foundation of His
Church and Kingdom on the earth in
the last dispensation of the fullness of
times; and from that day to this, men
have been called—some from the plow,
the plane, the hammer, and from the var-
ious occupations of life—to go forth and
lift up their voices and bear record to the
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nations of the earth of the Gospel of the
Son of God. And the Lord has manifested
His power, and His mercy to all who have
been called to go forth and bear record of
His name; and Brother Cannon (John Q.)
who has addressed us, like tens of thou-
sands of others, can bear record before
God, angels and men, before the heav-
ens and the earth, to the truths of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, which have been
revealed unto us in the day and genera-
tion in which we live. It is a marvelous
work and a wonder in the earth, and it is
attracting the attention of the whole hu-
man family. The inhabitants of the earth
marvel and wonder, and many times de-
sire to know what the end of these things
will be. The Lord called upon Joseph
Smith, as a literal descendant of Joseph,
who was sold into Egypt, to lay the foun-
dation of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints. The Church had been
in the wilderness for nearly 1,800 years.
The Church and Kingdom of God had
fallen away. The Gentiles had followed
the same example of unbelief as did
the Jews when they departed from the
Gospel of Christ and put to death almost
every man who bore the Holy Priesthood
on the earth, or who preached the Gospel
of the Son of God to the world. The Jews
rejected the Messiah; they put Him to
death; and they labored to overthrow the
Church, although it went to them in all
the power and glory, and with all the
keys, principles, ordinances and priest-
hood, that it did to the patriarchs and
prophets in former generations. For this
the Jews were overthrown. They had to
pay the bill for shedding the blood of the
Lord's anointed; and the Lord rent the
Kingdom out of their hands, and gave it
into the hands of the Gentiles; and Paul



