TESTIMONY GAINED.

forbidden to hold meetings of any kind.
It has even been declared to us that
where seven persons assemble together,
that number would be considered a
meeting, and if the participants were
strangers they would be expelled, while
natives would be heavily fined. In the
Grand Duchy of Baden the same rule
holds. In the kingdom of Wurtemberg,
it has never been forbidden that we hold
meetings, but we have as yet no official
permission to do so. Of course in Switzer-
land we have full permission. We can
hold our meetings in any house. It is
not yet allowed us, or in fact anyone, to
hold open air meetings. The prospects
of the mission, as I look at it, are very
good, and I think the day is soon coming
when these rigorous laws will be broken,
when all those who desire to serve God
in the way that He has commanded, al-
though it may not be in accordance with
the desires of the rulers, may have the
privilege. The laws of Bavaria pretend
to give full freedom of worship; but the
actual fact is, every person is prohib-
ited, through pressure which is brought
to bear upon him, from attending any-
thing but the established church, which
is Catholic, or the Lutheran. People
are expected to attend or at least be
members of one of these churches; and
they are compelled to make an official
acknowledgment of their belief in their
work books, which are a sort of creden-
tial, containing the name, age, business,
and place of residence, of every workman
in the country. In this book each man
must announce his religion, and if this
happens to be anything but Lutheran or
Catholic, he is put to great trouble and
inconvenience, would perhaps find diffi-
culty in obtaining work at all; and in case
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he called himself a "Mormon," would be
punished according to the regulations
which some of the States have made. I
do not believe that the king of Bavaria,
and the rulers of the kingdoms are as
bitter as some of the subordinate offi-
cials. The strongest persecution we have
met with has been in the city of Nuren-
burg, and that has been on the part of
the circuit judge, a man who in other re-
spects is very liberal, but whose mind be-
came prejudiced through some false re-
ports which came into the country, and
were scattered by the press just as we
made a beginning. I nevertheless hope—
and I believe it is the general feeling—
that the day is not far distant when free-
dom of worship will be allowed—when
the Elders can go through the country
and proclaim the Gospel without fear or
molestation. We pray for that day, and
have great hopes that there are many
thousands in those countries who will re-
ceive the Gospel.

The Elders are laboring energetically.
They have spared themselves no pains
to discover those who are willing to re-
ceive their testimony. They are labor-
ing faithfully and with good results. The
emigration has been quite extensive, as
you know; but the number of those bap-
tized exceeds by a considerable amount
the number that have emigrated. Our
branches are therefore growing continu-
ally.

My brethren and sisters: I am thank-
ful to be able to testify to the truth
of this Gospel, which is being preached
in these days. I do know that Joseph
Smith was a Prophet of God, and this
is a testimony which I have received for
myself. It is not because my parents
taught me this, or because I have heard
it from others; that has given me courage
to bear this testimony before others.



