TESTIMONY GAINED.

reached Liverpool in due time, and I was
assigned, shortly after my arrival there,
to the London Conference, where I la-
bored with great pleasure until the 17th
of March, 1882. Early in the month
the then President of the European
Mission—Apostle Albert Carrington—
notified me that I should proceed to the
German Mission, and within a few days
after receiving this notice I joined my
brother in North Germany. Of course in
going to Germany I had to learn the lan-
guage; I was utterly ignorant of it when
I started and when I landed there; but
the Lord strengthened my memory, and
in a short time I was able to make myself
understood, and pursue the real object of
my mission. I labored—it is not for me
to say with how much success—until re-
lieved a short time ago to return home.

I can say, my brethren and sisters,
that I have enjoyed my mission greatly.
The blessing of the Lord has been with
me. The promises that were sealed upon
my head by the Presidency before I went
have been literally fulfilled, and, to my
mind, in a most remarkable manner.

Above all things I prize my mis-
sion for the testimony it has given me
of the truth of this Gospel. It may
seem strange to you that I make this
assertion; because one would naturally
think that I had a testimony before
I went. I, however, confess this was
not the case. I had heard what the
world calls Mormonism—from my child-
hood up I had heard nothing else. I be-
lieved as much as it was possible that
this, the Gospel as preached by the El-
ders of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, was the true religion,
and was the path of redemption as pro-
claimed by Jesus Christ and His Apos-
tles. This was my firm belief. But
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a direct and firm and steadfast testi-
mony of the truth of the Gospel I had
not received, and it was to obtain this
testimony, more than for anything else,
that I obeyed the call that was made of
me. I had heard, as you had, that ev-
ery man who returned from a mission
and rose up in this stand or elsewhere to
proclaim his testimony and to report his
labors—I had heard every man say: "I
know this is the Gospel of Jesus Christ."
And I felt within myself, if I can acquire
a knowledge of the truth of the Gospel
through going on a mission, I am willing
to go. I valued my salvation and a knowl-
edge of the truth of the Gospel just that
much. Well, I went, and I labored with
great weakness, I have no doubt. But
the Lord heard my prayers. He granted
unto me a testimony of the truth of the
Gospel, and from the time that I received
the first one until this moment, one testi-
mony has followed another in rapid suc-
cession. I am therefore able to proclaim
before you, as I have done with much
pleasure before the world, that I do know
that God has spoken in these our days,
that He has revealed Himself and re-
stored his Priesthood by means of which
the human family—those of them who
are willing to be saved and to obey the
requirements which He has given—may
be saved.

It was told me before I started away—
the remark was made to me by my fa-
ther: "My son, you will find in the
world that the nations are about in the
same condition as the Athenians were
when Paul went to preach to them.
They have temples and they have al-
tars built, but these are dedicated to the
‘Unknown God." I found this to be the
truth. I found the word, the written
word of God was read in every church
in every land, and that every family



