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thou art in the gall of bitterness, and
in the bond of iniquity." There are other
similar instances. But remission of sins
cometh by baptism to those who believe
and repent of their sins with all their
hearts; the Holy Ghost is received by
the laying on of the hands of the El-
ders; and the powers of the Priesthood
are conferred in the same manner. Sim-
ple as the ordinances are, simple to look
upon and to think upon, there is power in
them, power accompanies them, power is
made manifest among the people. The
people are gathered together; the people
are made one; the differences that ex-
isted among us depart. The traditions
of the fathers are cast away. We are
united in receiving the light and truth
from above. Our hearts are made as one,
no matter where we were born, or what
race of people we have sprung from. This
spirit working among the people, and go-
ing abroad in the earth is accomplish-
ing what the Lord and His servants have
predicted. It is preparing a people for the
coming of the Savior.

Persecution begins, as I said, when
the Gospel is sounded in our ears in vari-
ous lands and countries of our home and
birth. It follows us up. When we were
a small people organized resistance and
persecution commenced by townships in
the United States. As we grew and be-
came a stronger people, more extensive
organizations were arrayed against us
by counties or larger communities. At
first the Latter-day Saints were driven
from their homes in the State of New
York, and they fled to Kirtland, Ohio,
where persecution was again waged
against them, until by and by the oppo-
sition was combined to such an extent
in all the surrounding country, that they
were obliged to flee from that region to

Missouri. Here opposition became still
more extensive until the whole State
rose up against them—rose up and be-
came a mob, even Governor Lilburn W.
Boggs, of Missouri, became a sort of
Solicitor General for the mob, and is-
sued an exterminating order against the
Saints, as utterly illegal as the decree of
any tyrant that ever lived. In that or-
der he called upon his aids and princi-
pal generals to rally the militia of the
State to execute the order of extermi-
nation that he issued. They despoiled
us of our goods. They compelled us to
sign a deed of trust of lands, houses
and possessions to defray the expenses
of the "war," as they termed it. That
is, they robbed us, and drove us out of
the State, and then compelled us to give
them what we had, to pay them for do-
ing it. Persecution still followed us in
the States of Illinois, Iowa, and Mis-
souri, and finally the Saints fled to these
Rocky Mountains where there was no-
body to oppose us, save the savages who
roamed throughout the country. Here
the Lord has planted our feet and made
us strong. But it was predicted in early
times that we should not only be perse-
cuted by townships and counties, but by
and by States should rise against us, and
at last the whole United States would
rise up against us. But in the midst of
it all we have continued to grow, we have
waxed strong. It is the power of God and
not of man. It is by the word of God that
we thrive. It is by the word of God that
we are multiplying and increasing in the
land; and the same God who commands
the Elders of Israel to take the daugh-
ters of Israel to wife and who says "multi-
ply and replenish the earth"—that same
God sends the fruit and multiplies the
sons and daughters of Israel in the land;


