AARONIC PRIESTHOOD RESTORED.

they, in their exalted position, are op-
erating for them and us in the heav-
ens; thus forming a connecting link be-
tween the Priesthood on the earth and
the Priesthood in the heavens.

We have now finished this Temple,
and some people inquire, what is it for?
For many things: that our sealings and
ordinances may be performed in a man-
ner that will be acceptable before God
and the holy angels; that whatsoever is
bound on the earth according to the laws
of the eternal Priesthood shall be bound
in the heavens; that there may be a con-
necting link between the living and the
dead, between those who have lived, all
those ancient fathers of which I have
spoken who are interested in the wel-
fare of their posterity; that there may
be a royal Priesthood, a holy people, a
pure people, a virtuous people on the
earth to officiate and operate in the in-
terests of the living and the dead; not
looking so much after themselves, but af-
ter God, after the work of God, and af-
ter the accomplishment of those things
which God has designed to be carried
out in "the dispensation of the fulness of
times" when all things are to be united
in one, and that they may be prepared
to operate with the Priesthood in the
heavens in the redemption of the inhabi-
tants of this world from the days of Adam
unto the present time. It is also in-
tended to introduce the higher branches
of education—literary, scientific, linguis-
tic, philosophical and theological; for
we are told to obtain a knowledge of
laws, languages, governments, justice,
equity, rule, authority, dominion, and all
those great cosmopolitan principles ex-
hibited in the laws of nature and among
the peoples, by the wisdom, prescience,
power and intelligence of "nature's God."
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That we may thus be acquainted with
earthly and heavenly things, in accor-
dance with everlasting laws that have
existed in the heavens and on the earth
from the beginning; and that all those
great and eternal principles by which
the worlds are governed may be compre-
hended by us.

This is a great work. Well might it
be said to Joseph Smith, "You are laying
the foundation of a great work"—so vast
that very few can begin to comprehend
it. We read sometimes about the millen-
nium. But what do we know about it? It
is a time when this work will be going on,
and Temples, thousands of them, will be
reared for the accomplishment of the ob-
jects designed, in which communications
from the heavens will be received in re-
gard to our labors, how we may perform
them, and for whom. This is the work
devolving upon us. We have to build up
here a Zion unto God. Who are Zion? The
pure in heart, and the pure in life. And
be it remembered that it is not every one
that saith, "Lord, Lord," that shall en-
ter the Kingdom of heaven, but it is he
that doeth the will of the Father who is
in heaven. We must be faithful to our
calling, for there is a great work for all
of us to perform. Some men who have
been ordained to the Priesthood have re-
marked that they have nothing to do. I
have heard some foolish remarks of that
kind. They will find plenty to do before
they get through. They need not be trou-
bled on that score. There will be plenty
for them to do if they are only prepared
to do it. There is a great work to perform
in preaching the Gospel to the nations of
the earth. Then as we build our Tem-
ples we shall want a great many people
to administer in them, and I have seen



