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Yet God has conferred upon us great,
inestimable and eternal treasures, even
the gift of eternal lives, and upon many
of us are conferred these promises of
thrones, principalities, powers and do-
minion in the eternal worlds. God has
conferred those rich and precious trea-
sures upon us, but we have them in
earthen vessels. We have to wrestle
against flesh and blood, against the pow-
ers of darkness, the Adversary, who rules
in the hearts of the children of disobedi-
ence, and leads them captive at his will,
and against the power of wickedness in
high places. We have not all of us learned
to obey those principles that God has re-
vealed. We have not all of us learned to
say in our hearts, "Thy will be done on
earth, as it is done in heaven." We have
not all of us learned to submit our will
to the law and word of God, yet God is
introducing Temples and ordinances and
blessings, and light, revelations and in-
telligence, to lift us up, to exalt us, that
we may be a city set upon a hill that can-
not be hid; that we may progress from
intelligence to intelligence, from knowl-
edge to knowledge, until we shall see as
we are seen and know as we are known.

We are living, as I have said, in an
important day and age of the world. We
have gathered to this land because God
has decreed it. He has reserved us for
the latter days, that we may perform
that work which He decreed from before
the foundation of the world. If there have
been any blessings enjoyed by men in
former dispensations of the world, they
will also be given to you, ye Latter-day
Saints, if you will live your religion and
be obedient to the laws of God. There
is nothing hidden but what shall be re-
vealed, says the Lord. He is prepared
to unfold all things; all things pertain-
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ing to the heavens and the earth, all
things pertaining to the peoples who
have existed, who now exist or will exist,
that we may be instructed and taught in
every principle of intelligence associated
with the world in which we live, or with
the Gods in the eternal worlds.

Having said so much on some of these
subjects, let me now talk a little upon
some other things.

We have finished our Temple. What
is it for? Not a building to look at; not
a house to brag about; for before we get
through we shall have built some Tem-
ples so much better, that you will not
feel to boast about this Temple. The
Temple that the people built in Kirt-
land, was only a small building com-
pared with this one, and they were a
very small and poor people who built it,
yet it was built in accordance with the
commands of God. In Nauvoo, also, the
people were very poor. They had just
been driven from the land of Missouri,
yet they were commanded of God to build
it. What was obtained in these Tem-
ples? In the Kirtland Temple Jesus ap-
peared, and Moses, Elias and Elijah ap-
peared also, and all these things that
I have read to you and spoken about,
transpired on that occasion. Communi-
cation was opened between the heavens
and the earth, between the Priesthood
in the heavens and the Priesthood on
the earth, and the Keys of that Priest-
hood imparted to Joseph and others on
the earth. It was left to those in this
world to keep open those communica-
tions, to see that the road was clear, and
that there was no barrier interposed be-
tween earth and the heavens, and to lead
forward and progress in other principles
yet to be developed; we operating, in our
part here in their behalf, and in behalf of
their children who are our fathers; while



