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of life and glory; every soul other than
these will be felt after throughout the
eternities of our God. Hell itself will be
sought; every crevice of it, every part
of it will be penetrated by Jesus, and
by the Saints of God, in search of the
souls of the children of men, until from
every crevice and from every recess in
the regions of the damned they will be
brought forth to light and glory, if they
will obey the glorious Gospel of the Son
of God, if they will bow in submission to
the scepter of King Immanuel. That is
all they have to do—to repent of their
sins, repent of them whether in this life
or in the life to come, and put them away
far from them. This is the Gospel of glad
tidings. It is not a Gospel that consigns
the majority of the human family to an
endless condition of torment. That is not
the Gospel of Christ.

Now, as I have said, the Lord
promised that Elijah should come be-
fore the great and dreadful day. He
has sent him, and the hearts of the
Latter-day Saints have been turned to
their fathers who have died in igno-
rance of the Gospel of the Son of God,
and we have the warrant of Scripture
to believe that the hearts of the fa-
thers in the eternal worlds, those who
have lived upon the earth, are turned
to their children who now live here,
and who can officiate vicariously for
them, and answer the purpose that God
has designed in attending to those or-
dinances which they themselves have
not the power to attend to. Certainly
this has been fulfilled. It is not the
testimony of Joseph Smith and Oliver
Cowdery alone; but this whole people.
These Latter-day Saints throughout all
these mountains, can bear testimony
that this spirit has rested upon them,
and their hearts have been turned to

their fathers, and the hearts of their fa-
thers have without doubt been turned
to them. And it is a strange fact con-
nected with the Gospel, that contempo-
raneously with the revelation of the doc-
trine to Joseph Smith a spirit seemed to
take possession of the people in Eastern
lands to hunt up their genealogies, and
Genealogical Societies have been formed
in many places, for what purpose no one
can exactly tell, unless it be a Latter-day
Saint. Genealogies have been hunted
up with wonderful industry, saving us
a great amount of labor in these mat-
ters. It was a strange spirit that took
hold of the American people, especially
the people of New England, about that
time. It was a common thing in the West-
ern States when I was a boy, for men
not to know the names of their grand-
fathers; and I have known many intel-
ligent men who could not tell the names
of their uncles and aunts, their fathers,
and mothers, brothers and sisters. This
arose from the fact that in moving West,
emigrants had left their kindred behind,
and had not kept up in their children's
minds the recollection of their names.
But within the last 40 years a different
spirit has taken possession of the people,
and many are industriously engaged in
searching out the names of their ances-
tors. Many volumes have been published
in connection with this subject, and in
the Historian's Office are to be found
many books containing the genealogies
of the families of many whose members
are in this Territory. Such books have
been invaluable to us, in carrying out
this work. Thus, these societies and
people have unwittingly helped to fulfill
the words of the Lord, through Malachi,
and to strengthen the evidence that
Joseph Smith was indeed an inspired
Prophet of God. In the persecution


